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One Billion Reasons To End Violence

2 Billion

1 Billion
Children subjected to 
violence

Children in the world

<30% 

30-39%  

50-59% 

60-69%

Europe

15,200,000

Africa

229,800,000

North America

40,200,000

Latin America &

the Caribbean

58,400,000

Asia

714,600,000 

Oceania

640,000 1 in 2 children under age 18 experienced violence 
in the past year

Source: Hillis S, Mercy JA, Amobi A, Kress H. Global prevalence of past-year violence against children: A systematic review and minimum 

estimates. Pediatrics 2016;137(3):  e20154079



Child maltreatment is a common and leading 

public health problem throughout Europe
Types of abuse and neglect Prevalence Children

maltreated

Sexual abuse 9.6% 18 million

Physical abuse 22.9% 44 million

Emotional abuse 29.1% 55 million

Physical neglect 16.3% 31 million

Emotional neglect 18.4% 35 million

Only 10% comes to attention of protection agencies



Why is Violence Against Children so Important?
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Global status report on preventing violence against children 2020

• The report is based on a 

survey from 155 

countries with the 

support of government-

appointed national data 

coordinators. 

• The method comprised 

a four-stage process 

which entailed

Questionnaire
Multisectoral 
consultation

Data 
Validation

Government 
Approval
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95%

64%

78%

37%

76%

72%

63%

20-36%

11-15%

11-21%

22-23%

3-24%

11-24%

11-28%

Proportion of Governments 
indicating some level of support

Proportion of Governments Indicating 
High Enforcement or Reach

Government support for INSPIRE exists in many 

countries but there are wide differences across 

Region

34 of the 45 Countries have national action plans 

but 1 in 2 plans are fully funded

38 countries have nationally representative survey 

data, but only 6 contain prevalence indicators
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Implementation 
of INSPIRE in 

Latvia
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS





How can we support you?





What is 
the WHO 
European 
Healthy 
Cities 
Network?



http://apps.who.int/violence-info/

http://apps.who.int/violence-info/
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Thank you

Email addresses:
Jonathon Passmore: passmorej@who.int
Programme Manager

Yongjie Yon: yony@who.int
Technical Officer

Website: www.euro.who.int/violenceinjury

mailto:passmorej@who.int
mailto:yony@who.int
http://www.euro.who.int/violenceinjury

