[image: image1.png]A0 & Be Cupportive
Tk

¢A\X\ Not Violent



[image: image2.jpg]Polibienestar

VNIVERSITAT ' D VALENCIA




	[image: image3.jpg]‘ @aphne




	Project BE Supportive, NOT violent! Positive 
	Page 2 of 100

	
	Deliverable: Analysis Report (D2)
	



Project BE Supportive, NOT violent!

Positive parenting for happy children!
JUST/2010/DAP3/AG/I059 - 3O-CE-0396518/00.42      

Deliverable nº2:
Analysis Report

JULY 2011
WPL: POLIBIENESTAR – UNIVERSITY OF VALENCIA


Content:

30. Introduction


51. Methodological issues


51.1. Methodological instrument to analyse legislation, programmes and good practices


91.2. Methodological instrument to analyze information from workshops


111.3. Collection and analysis of information


121.4. Elaboration of the Analysis Report


132. Results from the Analysis


132.1. Legislation Analysis


212.2. Programme’s and Good Practice’s Analysis


352.3. Workshop’s Analysis


463. Conclusions


504. Proposal for the new model of positive parenting


52ATTACHMENT 1: Classification Tables


61ATTACHMENT 2: Collector Questionnaires




0. Introduction

This report is framed inside the project entitled “BE supportive, NOT violent! Positive parenting for happy children!” (from now BE supportive, NOT violent!), funded by the Daphné European Programme, from 2011 to 2012. The aim of this project is to raise awareness on the negative effects of corporal and verbal punishment of children, as well as at promoting positive parenting and non-violent raising of children in all environments (home, school or any other institutional or non-institutional setting).
The project “BE supportive, NOT violent!” involves 8 partners. The project leader partner is the “Societatea Romana pentru Educatie Permanenta (SREP) Romanian Society for Lifelong Learning”; a Romanian NGO with vast experience in projects addressing youth and adult education in the ICT field. The other seven partners are:

1. Polibienestar Research Centre of the University of Valencia, Spain

2. Fundacja Dzieci Niczyje (Nobody’s Children Foundation), Poland

3. Establishment “Center against abuse Dardedze”, Latvia

4. Municipality of Sassuolo, Italy

5. Municipality of Pascani, Romania

6. Save the Children, Dolj, Romania

7. Municipality of Åmål, Child and Education Department, Sweden

The project activities are planned to be implemented under 8 work packages:

· WP0: Management and Coordination of the Project
· WP1: Research and analysis of current context in Europe
· WP2: Development of the new model of positive parenting

· WP3: First implementation of the new model of positive parenting

· WP4: Development informational materials

· WP5: Second implementation of the new model of positive parenting

· WP6: Evaluation and quality assurance

· WP7: Awareness raising and exploitation of results

· WP8: National and European Dissemination
The WP1 ‘Research and analysis of current context in Europe’ implies the presentation of a general view on the problem of violence against children around the European countries that participate in the project. In this way, the WP1 implies achieving a framework of:

1. The legislative situation and of the national programmes and good practices existing at the level of European countries against corporal punishment of children.

2. A research on children’s and parent’s concept and attitudes of violence in order to have an updated picture of the European situation. 
So, the purpose of this report is to have an updated picture of the European situation related to violence against children. So, knowing current situation around partner’s countries we will be able to develop a new model of positive parenting.  
This report is divided into four main sections. The first, the Methodological issues, describes the methodology used to carry out the research.

The second section, Results from the Analysis, is divided into two sub-sections: 1) Results from the analysis of national legislation, programmes and good practices selected by the partners; and 2) Results from the reference groups, that compile information about the concept, attitudes and beliefs about violence against children of the reference groups through workshops organized by the partners.

The next section, Conclusions, summarizes results from the national legislation and initiatives, and the results from the reference groups; comparing the characteristics between the existent initiatives and the perceptions of the reference groups.

The last section, Proposal for the new model, indicates some of the most relevant issues and topics that the new model of positive parenting should bring into consideration.

Furthermore, relevant and detailed information is compiled in the following attachments:

· Attachment 1: Classification tables fulfilled by the partners with a summary of their national legislation, programmes and good practices.

· Attachment 2: Collector questionnaires fulfilled by the partners with the results from the reference groups (parents and children).

1. Methodological issues

In order to compile the information from the different countries in the consortium a Methodological Instrument was elaborated by Polibienestar (Work Package 1 Leader) and proposed to the partners on 14th March. Concretely, this plan for the elaboration of the Analysis Report included the following tasks:

· Task 1.1. The production of a methodological instrument to select, collect, analyse and classify different relevant legislation, programmes and good practices related to violence against children in a homogeneous way between all the partners.

· Task 1.2. The production of a methodological instrument to organize, collect, analyse and classify the attitudes, beliefs and perceptions expressed by the reference groups in a homogeneous way between all the partners.

· Task 1.3. The collection and analysis of information from different partners.

· Task 1.4. The elaboration of the Analysis Report by the work package leader.

1.1. Methodological instrument to analyse legislation, programmes and good practices
In the task 1.1 the WPL elaborated an instrument to select, collect, analyse and classify legislations, programmes and good practices related with violence against children in the partner’s countries.

The methodological instrument had the following objectives:

a) To help partners to search in the appropriate sources and select relevant information related with the different thematic descriptors to be analysed. These thematic descriptors may help to classify in generic categories the different initiatives related with violence against children.

b) To give the partners a pattern/model of document to transfer and organise the information researched in order to homogenize it.

c) To allow the collection and comparison of the information from different countries without loose relevant data.
The instrument developed consisted in parts: 1) A Manual of use; 2) A list of Thematic Descriptors; 3) Two Questionnaires; and 4) A Table to organize the information.

1.1.1. Manual of use
The Manual of use was a supporting document for helping partners to search, collect, analyse and transfer to the Legislation and Programme Questionnaires and the Legislation and Programme classification Table the relevant information to be included in the Analysis Report. This manual consisted of: 

1. Recommendation to search the information.
2. Recommendation to select the information.

3. Guidelines to analyze information and report it in the questionnaires and table.
1.1.2. Thematic Descriptors

The Thematic Descriptors was a list of topics related with violence against children for helping partners to classify and summarize the main characteristics of the initiatives analyzed. There were three groups of topics: 

Group 1: Thematic descriptors regarding to the purpose of the initiative.

a) Prevention
b) Information and public awareness
c) Stop
d) Action in real cases
e) Other
Group 2 Thematic descriptors regarding to the topic of the information.

a) Corporal punishment

b) Domestic violence

c) Children’s experience

d) Children’s rights

e) General rights

f) Other
Group 3 Thematic descriptors regarding the target group the information is intended for.

a) Children

b) Parents

c) Professionals

d) Other
1.1.3. Legislation Questionnaire

This questionnaire was a document to organize and capture the information about current legislation in each partner’s countries. The questionnaire consisted of three parts: 1) Partner information; 2) Descriptive summary; and 3) Detailed information.

Partner information

This part allowed to the WPL to recognize the partner who had collected the information giving a code to the questionnaires. This part included the following information: 

· Partner name

· Country

· Code of the initiative. This code was formed by sub-codes that allowed recognising the partner’s country, the specific code of the partner, the type of the initiative (legislation, programme or good practice) and a serial number assigned by partners to each initiative.
Descriptive summary

This second part of the questionnaire allowed collecting basic information of each law:

· Name of the law. Indicate the title of the law, as appear in the original source.

· Date. Date of publication of the law.

· Name of the issuing institution/author. Indicate the name of the institution that issues the law.
Detailed information

This section was designed to compile the main information of each law. The items were open questions: 
· Geographical scope.  Area in which the content of the law is applied (national, regional or local level). Please indicate the name of the country/region/town. 

· Purpose of the law (Thematic descriptor 1). Please indicate the objectives of the law (prevention, stop, etc.). Several answers are possible.

· Topic of the law (Thematic descriptor 2). Indicate to which aspects of the problem the law is directed (corporal punishement, parental violence, children’s rights, etc.). Several answers are possible. 

· Impact of the law. This question try to find whom would be affected by the law.

· Relation with other laws at European, national or regional level. Other policies, action plans or programs with which the legislation is related. 

· Other important issues. Any kind of useful information about the law or the topic, that don’t fit in the previous questions.
1.1.4. Programme Questionnaire
This questionnaire was a document to organize and capture the information about programmes and good practices in each partner’s countries. The questionnaire consisted of three parts: 1) Partner information; 2) Descriptive summary; and 3) Detailed information.

Partner information

This part allowed to the WPL to recognize the partner who had collected the information giving a code to the questionnaires. This part included the following information: 

· Partner name

· Country

· Code of the initiative. This code was formed by sub-codes that allowed recognising the partner’s country, the specific code of the partner, the type of the initiative (legislation, programme or good practice) and a serial number assigned by partners to each initiative.
Descriptive summary

This second part of the questionnaire contained the variables that allow summarizing and concreting the main characteristics of the information analysed. This section included items with categorical variables and open questions to complete. These variables were:

· Name of the initiative. Complete name, as it appears in the website or in the general information about the programme.

· Source. Website of the initiative or source of the information.

· Dates. Dates of the initiatives, as indicated in the related documents. In case of websites, please indicate the retrieval date.

· Name of the issuing institution/author.  Name of the institution which issues the initiative, the author of it and the institution responsible for implementation.

· Type of issuing institution. Type of organization (NGO, Governmental organization, Private organization, etc.)

· Purpose of the initiative (Thematic descriptor 1). Please mark what are the purposes of the programme (prevention of violence, public awareness, information, etc.). Several answers are possible.

· Topic of the information (Thematic descriptor 2). Please mark one or more thematic descriptors related to the direct purpose of the project (Corporal punishment, parental violence, other kind of violence against children, children’s experiences of violence, Children’s rights, General rights, etc.). Several answers are possible.

· Type of the content. Please indicate which is the format or the tool of the project (information material, website, tools for professionals, etc.) 

· Target group to which the initiative is directed (Thematic descriptor 3). Children, parents, professionals, etc.
· Geographical scope. Area in which the initiative will be applied (national, regional or local level). Please indicate the name of the country, region or town.

· Contribution. In this section, please indicate the role played by the initiative in bringing about the purposes.

· Recommendations. Suggestions and directions the document gives about the purpose of the project.
Detailed information

This section was designed to compile wider information of each initiative. The in this part items were open questions, evaluating some implementation issues and goals achieves. The variables were:
· Relationship with other mechanisms at European, national or regional level. Please indicate in this section other policies, actions or plans the project is related which. 

· Impact. Real and measurable effects of the programme. 

· Technical resources required. Please indicate in this section the necessary resources to implement the initiative.

· Financial resources required. Estimated implementation costs and information on the precedence of funds (state, private, corporate funds, etc.).

· Key factors for the implementation. Please indicate in this section the specific instruction required to implement the initiative (legislation, regulation, organization, structures, etc.).

· Obstacles to implementation. Indicate any evident obstacle to the implementation.

· Transferability potential. In this section, please describe the possibility that the initiative would be applied.

· Dissemination tools. Please indicate in this section any support or activity used to disseminate the information.

· Other important issues. Indicate any relevant information about the initiative that doesn’t fit in the previous fields can be included.
1.1.5. Legislation and Programme Classification Table
This document consisted in a table with the aim of organizing and summarizing in a graphic way the information about legislation and programme selected. Partners had to fulfil the following data of each initiative:

· Kind of initiative: law, programme or good practice.

· Name of the initiative with the code indicated in the questionnaires.

· Target group who the initiative is addressed.

· Content of the initiative.

· Purpose of the initiative.

· Any comments.
	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE
	COMMENTS

	e.g.

Law
	SP-P2-L-1
	Children
	Children’s right
	Stop
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


1.2. Methodological instrument to analyze information from workshops
In the task 1.2 the WPL elaborated an instrument to collect, analyse and classify the attitudes, beliefs and perceptions expressed by the reference groups in a homogeneous way between all the partners.
The methodological instrument had the following objectives:

a) To help partners to successfully develop reference groups with children, parents and teachers. 

b) To give the partners a pattern/model of document to transfer and organise the information researched and the information given by the reference groups in order to homogenize it.

c) To allow the collection and comparison of the information from different countries without loose relevant data.
The instrument developed consisted in parts: 1) A Manual of use; and 2) Three Questionnaires.
2.2.1. Manual of use
The Manual of use was a supporting document for helping partners to organize the workshops and to assess the relevant information to be analysed in the Analysis report. This manual consisted of:

1. Recommendations to organize the workshops with the reference groups.
2. Guidelines to analyze and transfer information to the Collector workshop information Questionnaire.

2.2.2. Children and Parents Questionnaire

These questionnaires were elaborated with the aim of facilitate the information collection about attitudes and perceptions about violence against children in the children’s and parent’s reference groups.

2.2.3. Collector Workshop Questionnaire
This questionnaire was a document to organise and collect de information given by the reference groups in the workshops about the violence against children. The questionnaire consisted in three parts: 1) Partner information; 2) Socio-demographic data; and 3) Detailed information.

Partner information

This part allowed to the WPL to recognize the partner who had collected the information giving a code to the questionnaires. This part included the following information: 

· Partner name.
· Country.
· Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place.
· Name of the leader of the reference group meeting.
· Name of any other assistant.
· Code of the reference group. This code was formed by sub-codes that allowed recognising the partner’s country, the specific code of the partner, the type of the initiative (children or parents) and a serial number assigned by partners to each group.

Socio-demographic data
This section contained variables to collect and assess general information of the group’s characteristics. These items were:
· Target group:

· Children.

· Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 

· Number of members of the reference group. The participants must be minimum 10 parents/teachers and 10 children.

· Age average of the members of the reference group.
· Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group. 14 years for children.

· Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group. 6 years for children.
· Gender average. Percentage of men and women, or boys and girls, participating in the workshops.
· Name of the group/associations. If participants belong to any group (for example, the teacher’s school).
Detailed information
The third part of the questionnaire was designed to go further assessing wider information provided by the reference groups regarding the opinions, ideas, attitudes, beliefs and perceptions about violence against children. The variable included here were:
· Relationship between parents and children. Indicate how is the relationship between parents and children with respect to the communication, rules/boundaries, etc.

· Most common problems in parenting. Indicate what the most common problems are for parents in raising their children and the situations in which children feels make angry their parents.

· Tenser situations at home. Indicate what the tensest situations at home are for parents and children, which could be source of violence.

· Most common solutions to parenting problems. Indicate how parents act to face their problems with children.

· Perception of violence against children.  According to the questionnaires, please indicate in this section if the interviewed perceive the violence against children as a problem, if they are really conscious of it and in what level.

· Perception of corporal punishment. Indicate in this field if corporal punishment is considered something normal or as a problem and if it’s a common practice.

· Experiences of violence. Indicate if the participants know some experience about violence against children.

· Consequences of violence against children. Indicate consequences of violence in the current and future children’s behaviour.
· Solutions and advices against violence. Please indicate the solutions given by the interviewed in order to face the problem of violence against children.
After having completed tasks 1.1 and 1.2 of the WP1, the methodological instruments developed were used by the five countries of the consortium during task 2.3 that is detailed below.

1.3. Collection and analysis of information 
This task implied the selection, collection, analysis and classification of national legislation, programmes and good practice, and the development of workshops with reference groups in the different countries; according to the methodological instruments developed in Task 1.1 and Task 1.2.

All partners collected the information required, through tools elaborated in tasks 1.1 and 1.2, and sent to the WPL to be analysed. The collected data were the following:

· Analysis of legislation in different countries of the consortium.

· Analysis of programmes and good practices; about 5 to 10 per country.

· Analysis of the reference groups: children and parents.
To fulfil the Collector Workshop Questionnaire, each partner country developed one workshop with each reference group: one for children and another for parents (two in the case of Romania).

Each meeting or interview with participants of each reference group was set up after the collection of agreement declarations fulfilled by participants (or their parents in the case of children), about the use of personal data. Information collected was transferred in the Collector Workshop Questionnaire.

1.4. Elaboration of the Analysis Report 

The first version of the Analysis Report has been written by the WPL, with the contribution of all partners. As stated above, the aim of this report is to have an updated picture of the European situation related to violence against children. So, knowing current situation around partner’s countries we will be able to develop a new model of positive parenting.  

2. Results from the Analysis

In this section, we presented the results obtained from the analysis of the questionnaires described before about legislation, programmes, good practices and the workshops in the different countries of the consortium.

Firstly, the legislation from each country is described in the sub-section 2.1. After a general overview of this information classified in tables, the results have been grouped regarding the different countries.

In the second part (sub-section 2.2), the programmes and good practices from each country are described. After a general overview of this information classified in tables, the results have been grouped regarding the different countries and regarding the groups to whom the initiatives are target to. 

Finally, in the sub-section 2.3, the results from children’s and parent’s workshops carried out in each country are described. The results have been grouped by countries and regarding the target groups. 

2.1. Legislation Analysis 

The way in which countries protect vulnerable situations and fight against child abuse can be an indicator of social concerns and real needs to address a problem of violence against children.

This section describes the laws taken in countries of the consortium about violence against children. A total of 47 laws have been considered relevant by the partners and in the following table lists them and their codes.

Table 2: List of laws in each country

	ROMANIA
	RO-P1-L-1
	Law nº 272/2004 on the Protection and Promotion of Child Rights

	
	RO-P1-L-2
	National Plan of Action for the implementation of the legislation in the field of Child Rights Protection

	
	RO-P1-L-3
	National Strategy in the field of Child Rights Protection and Promotion for 2008-2013 and of the afferent operational Plan

	
	RO-P1-L-4
	Law 197/2000 amending and supplementing certain provisions of the Criminal Code

	
	RO-P1-L-5
	Law 217/22 May 2003 to Prevent and Combat Domestic Violence

	SPAIN
	SP-P2-L-1
	Law 12/2008 of Comprehensive Protection of Childhood and Adolescence Valencian Autonomous Region

	
	SP-P2-L-2
	Regulatory Law 27/2003 of the Order about Domestic Violence Victim’s Protection

	
	SP-P2-L-3
	Fundamental Law 14/1999 of the Penal Code change about the Maltreat Victims Protection and of the Criminal Procedure Code

	
	SP-P2-L-4
	Fundamental Law 1/1996 of the Minor’s Legal Protection, of the Civil Code partial change about the Maltreat Victims Protection and of the Criminal Procedure Code

	
	SP-P2-L-5
	Law 6/1995 of Childhood and Adolescence Right’s Guarantees 

	
	SP-P2-L-6
	National Strategic Plan of Childhood and Adolescence 2006-2009

	POLAND
	PL-R3-L-1
	Article 207 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-2
	Article 96(1) of the Family And Guardianship Code

	
	PL-R3-L-3
	Article 3 of the Prevention of Domestic Violence

	
	PL-R3-L-4
	Article 12a of the Prevention of Domestic Violence

	
	PL-R3-L-5
	Article 160 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-6
	Article 210 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-7
	Article 89 of the Petty Offence’s Code

	
	PL-R3-L-8
	Article 105 of the Petty Offence’s Code

	
	PL-R3-L-9
	Article 106 of the Petty Offence’s Code

	
	PL-R3-L-10
	Article 72 of the Constitution of the Republic of Poland

	
	PL-R3-L-11
	Article 208 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-12
	Article 197 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-13
	Article 199of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-14
	Article 6171997 latest changes September 26/2005

	
	PL-R3-L-15
	Article 200a of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-16
	Article 201 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-17
	Article 202 of the Penal Code

	
	PL-R3-L-18
	Article 205 of the Penal Code.

	LATVIA
	LV-P4-L1
	Protection of the Rights of the Child Law

	
	LV-P4-L2
	The Criminal Law

	
	LV-P4-L3
	Criminal-procedure Law

	
	LV-P4-L4
	Latvian Administrative Violations Code (LAVC)

	
	LV-P4-L5
	Procedure how to provide help for child who was suffered from illegal activities

	
	LV-P4-L6
	Orphan’s court Law

	ITALY
	IT-P5-L1
	Constitution of the Italian Republic

	
	IT-P5-L2
	Law no. 176 (27/05/1991) ratifying and implementing of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

	
	IT-P5-L3
	Law no. 285 (28/08/1997) Measures for the promotion of Rights and opportunities for Children and Adolescents

	
	IT-P5-L4
	Regional Directive no. 846 (11/06/2007) Directive on forest care and reception community for children and adolescents

	
	IT-P5-L5
	Crime Code, Law n. 1398

	
	IT-P5-L6
	Law n.14 E.R.  “Rules of Politics for younger generation” (“Norme in materia di politiche per le giovani generazioni”) – Crime Code, (Law n. 1398)

	
	IT-P5-L7
	Law n. 66 15/02/1996 “Rules against Sexual Violence

	
	IT-P5-L8
	Law no. 154 dated 2001 Measures against abuse in family relations

	SWEDEN
	SW-P8-L1
	Children and Parents Code

	
	SW-P8-L2
	Penal Code

	
	SW-P8-L3
	Discrimination Act

	
	SW-P8-L4
	Education Act (Schools Code)

	
	SW-P8-L5
	Care of Young people Act 

	
	SW-P8-L6
	Act concerning the Equality Ombusdsman


2.1.1. Results by countries
Romania

The Law nº272/2004 of the protection and Promotion of Child Rights represents the current legislation that fights, at national level, to avoid and/or stop the violence against children in different contexts. This law “regulates de legal frame concerning the observance, the promotion and the guarantee of child rights” (art. 1 of the Law). Its direct beneficiaries are: Romanian citizen children who live in Romania; Romanian citizen children who live abroad; children without citizenship who live in Romania; children who request or benefit from a form of protection under the conditions of the legal regulations concerning the status and regime of refugees in Romania; foreign citizen children who live in Romania, in urgency situations (art 3 of the Law).

The role of the National Plan of Action for the implementation of the legislation in the field of child rights protection, approved through the Government Decision nº1058/08.09.2005, is to establish a plan of action for the protection of children in difficulty, mainly to offer an effective application of child rights; with the aim to prevent and stop the violence against children. The implementation of this Plan of Action has represented an extremely useful experience for the consolidation of the interinstitutional collaboration and for the public-private partnership, for the awareness of the large public, of parents, children and the community in its whole, as well as for the elaboration of the current National Strategy in the field of child rights protection and promotion for 2008-2013 and of the afferent operational plan. This National Strategy aims at protecting all children in Romania and takes a comprehensive approach. Emphasis is placed on strengthening the role of the family in children’s lives. The actions foreseen in the strategy shall prevent the abandonment, abuse and neglect of children, increase the quality of life of families with children, and strengthen the provision of quality social services for families and children. This initiative has as general objectives the use of necessary resources, as the followings: rising the awareness of relevant stakeholders; building an efficient partnership; empowering children; valorisation of the children in the Romanian society; emphasizing on the impact that the parents have on their children; offering the support needed to parents by the public institutions.
The Law 197/2000 amends and supplements certain provisions of the Criminal Law as follows: “Committing a crime by acts of cruelty, the violence against family members through methods or means which represents public danger” (in art. 75 of the Law).

The aim of the Law 217/22 is to prevent, stop and combat in real cases domestic violence.
Generally, in Romania, the prevention and fight against different types of violence against children coincides with the national steps for the creation of legal and institutional means for granting children's rights, in accordance with UN Convention and other related international and European documents.
Spain 

The Regulatory Law 27/2003 of the Order about Domestic Violence Victims protects these victims unifying the different current tools with this aim. Its objective is to make effective the measures of the protection warrant. In this sense, through this law it has been developed a simple and accessible for all the domestic violence victims’ procedure. In this way, the victims, their legal representatives or their families can request the protection warrant without technical formalisms or additional costs. When in the domestic violence situation there are children or dependent people, several civil measures with the objective of moving away the minor from a danger or to avoid prejudices. 
There were some changes about the Maltreat Victims Protection in the Fundamental Law 14/1999 of the Penal Code and in the Criminal procedure Code. The objective of this law is to protect the victims and/or minors that live together with their aggressor. 

The modification in the Penal Code articles 33, 39, 48, 57, 83, 105, 617 and 620 means some of the following changes:

· The prohibition of approximating to the victim as a supplementary sentence.

· The habitual psychic violence against close people as a specific crime.

The modification in the Criminal Procedure Code is in the articles 13, 103, 104 and 109, and with the new article 544b. These changes try to facilitate the immediate protection of the victim in crimes related to domestic violence, with the introduction of a precautionary measure that allows a restraining order from the victim. Moreover, it was introduced a topic considering the penal process consequences on minor victims or minor witness. 

In the implementation of the Fundamental Law 1/1996 of the Minor’s Legal Protection, (of the partial modification of the Civil Code and of the Criminal Procedure Code) takes priority the interest in minors, through the prevention and intervention in vulnerable situations (Art. 12). In this way, the Art. 13 and 14 establishes all people have to inform to the authorities about any case of minors at risk or vulnerable situations; and the authorities and public services have to pay attention immediately to the minors. The Art. 16 and 17 establishes that the authorities have to assess the reported situation and to take the necessary measures and steps to guarantee the minor’s rights and to decrease the risk factors. 

The Law 12/2008 of Comprehensive Protection of Childhood and Adolescence (Valencia Autonomous Region) and the Law 6/1995 of Childhood and Adolescence Right’s Guarantees (Madrid Region) protect children and adolescents through the development and promotion of their basic rights in different contexts (at home, at school, institutional) in the Valencian Autonomous and Madrid. Both laws, establish a general Regulatory Framework in the civil services to guarantee the children’s and adolescent’s rights. 

Specifically, in the Valencian law, the Art. 9 constitutes the minor’s rights about the protection of physical and psychical integrity. The Art. 32, 34 and 95 propose educative programs for parents and children, preventive programs of aggressiveness and violence at schools, and family support measures and steps t risk situations. The Art. 83 protects children at risk or in a vulnerable situation through preventive acts by public and private entities; and the Art. 26 establishes the obligation to notify minor’s vulnerable situations. 
The following texts were considered to write these laws: the Spanish Constitution (1978); laws and projects about the protection of minors in other Spanish regions; the Convention of Children’s Rights (1989); the Convention about the Protection of Minors and Cooperation concerning to International Adoption; the Decision about children’s problems in the European Community (1991), etc. 

The National Strategic Plan of Childhood and Adolescence 2006-2009 was based on the content and principles of the Children’s Rights Convention and on the principles and fundamental rights of the Spanish Constitution. This plan expected to promote the multidisciplinary care approach to childhood and adolescence through an effective coordination of the several agents implicated in the guarantee, promotion and defense of children and adolescent rights. There were several spheres of action: Social Welfare, social security, infractor minor, education, disability, youth, culture and sports, healthcare, international cooperation, new technologies, and media.
Poland

To systematize the information, we have divided the Polish laws into three main groups:

1. Laws in the Penal Code

2. Laws about the prevention of Domestic Violence

3. Laws in the Petty Offence’s Code
The articles of the Polish Penal Code related to violence against children are following: articles nº 160, 197, 199, 200a, 201, 202, 205, 207, 208 and 210.

The article 207 is a provision against domestic violence, which protects children, spouses, family members of a perpetrator and other perpetrator’s dependents. The art. 160 is a source of obligations for the Police and the Prosecutor (in conjunction with article 304 of the Code of Criminal Procedure). It also constitutes a civic duty of everyone to inform respective institutions about  the crime. The art. 210 constitutes an offence of abandoning a child under 15 years old or a person physically or mentally incapable of living independently by a person who has an obligation to take care for him/her. This law needs to be considered according to the Family and Guardianship Code, which constitutes legal duties of parents and guardians as well as specific regulations constituting respective obligations. The art. 208 constitutes a crime of enabling a child to drink alcohol – it is always a crime, no matter who commits it. The art. 197 constitutes a crime of rape.  
The art. 199 constitutes a crime of taking unfair advantage of child's inferior situation or trust or offering material benefits so as to receive sexual services from a child under 18 years old. The art. 200 constitutes a crime of involving a child under 15 years old in a sexual activity (intercourse or other sexual activities, as well as presenting any sexual activities to the child to gain sexual satisfaction). The art. 200a constitutes a crime of "grooming" - seducing or misleading a child under 15 years old via internet or phone,  committing rape on a child, involving a child in sexual activities or producing child pornography. The art. 201 constitutes a crime of incest. The art. 202 is applicable to the situation of presenting pornography to children as well as producing, acquiring, possessing, distributing, presenting child pornography. And, the art. 204 bans making a profit from prostitution of another person or persuading and forcing another person to prostitute with the intention of making a profit from it, including a graded offence committed against a child under 18 years old. 

All these articles from the Penal Code are closely connected to several laws: Prevention of domestic violence act of July 29 2005; European Convention on Children Rights; Family and Guardianship Code; Code of Criminal Procedure; Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse; European Union Council framework Decision 2004/68/JHA of 22 December 2003; Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; Council Decision 2000/375/WSiSW to combat against child pornography on the Internet; and Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse.
The Laws about the prevention of Domestic Violence are the following two:

The Art. 3 of the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act constitutes legal obligations of institutions involved in intervention in situation of domestic violence. Police, healthcare, social care are required to provide particular kinds of assistance to victims of domestic violence, including medical assistance, shelter in professional domestic violence victims support centres, separating the victim from the perpetrator, providing a separate residence for a victim. The objective of the Art. 12a is to protect the child, victim of domestic violence, from further damage. This law constitutes the authority of a social worker to remove the child from home in which the child is exposed to domestic violence or his/her health or life is threatened.
These both laws are related to the European Convention on the Rights of Child, which institutes the right of each child to be protected from violence and to be supported (in cases where the violence already occurred), and with the Recommendation of Committee of Ministers (2009) on Council of Europe Policy guidelines on integrated national strategies for the protection of children from violence.   

The Articles related to violence against children from the Petty Offence’s Code are the following three:

The Art. 89 constitutes an offence of causing danger to a child up to 7 years old by neglecting him/her by a person who has a legal obligation to take care for the child. And the Art 105 constitutes an offence of gross neglect of parental duties leading to a commitment of a crime or an offence by a child under 18 years old. 

These laws need to be considered according to the Family and Guardianship Code, The Constitution of the Republic of Poland is the most important legislation text in relation to all the laws of the country. It is a template to assess laws established by the Sejm and institutions of lower rank. Specifically the Art. 72 states that The Republic of Poland shall ensure protection of the children’s rights. Everyone shall have the right to demand that organs of public authority defend children against violence, cruelty, exploitation and actions which undermine their moral sense. Moreover, organs of public authority and people responsible for children, in the course of establishing the rights of a child, shall consider and, insofar as possible, give priority to the views of the child. The provision can be used as a guideline for interpretation of other laws concerning child's rights (especially acts of lower rank). It is also consistent with art. 2 and 3 of European Convention on Children Rights.

The Art. 96(1) of the Family and Guardianship Code is based on the ban of using corporal punishment by parents and other people who exercise tutelage or protection over a child. However, this law does not constitute any legal obligations for authorities and does not enforce sanctions for breaking it. The only one consequence of the use of corporal punishment can be the limitation of parental authority (by the family court). In some cases, it may be considered in connection with articles 217, 156 and 157 of the Penal Code; depending on means and effects of the punishment. For this reason, this law causes a lot of controversy, as it was traditionally accepted to use moderate physical punishment as the means of raising children.
Latvia

The Protection of the Rights of the Child Law (PRCL) relates to children, their parents and legal representatives, professionals who work with children, and to any member of society. PRCL is a ‘roof law’ in Latvia, which states protection of children’s rights goals and principles; child rights; protection of children rights subject (parents and other legal representatives, educational and health care institutions, law enforcement employees, as well as general public). This law defines violence, states its prohibition, provides basic rules for protection of abused children; a ban for convicted person (who have been punished for violent crimes) to work with children, duty to report child abuse, etc. PRCL is related with several national (e.g. Cabinet of Ministers regulations nº 162, 729, 407and 1613) and European laws (European Union Protection of the Rights of the Child).

The Criminal Law determines Criminal Liability for child abuse:

· Chapter XVI in The Criminal Law determines responsibility about sexual abuse: “Criminal Offences against Morals, and Sexual Inviolability”;
· Chapter XIII in The Criminal Law determines responsibility about physical abuse: “Criminal Offences against Bodily Integrity of Persons”; 
· In Chapter XVII: “Criminal Offences against the Family and Minors” section 174 tells about special criminal offences “Cruelty Towards and Violence against a Minor”.
· Criminal liability about psychological violence if victim has physical or mental suffering.
This law is related with the European Council’s Decision 2004/68/TI on sexual exploitation and child pornography.

The Criminal Procedure Law refers to the person directing the proceedings, investigator and other officials involved in the criminal procedure. This text also defines procedural law and duties of the persons against whom criminal procedure is undertaken, the detainee, the suspect, the witness and the victim.
This law provides special requirements concerning the interrogation of victim children; for example, according to the Article 152 second paragraph A, minor who has not reached 14 years of age, or, on the basis of the discretion of the performer of an investigative action, any minor, shall be examined in the presence of a pedagogue or a specialist who has been trained to perform the tasks of a psychologist for children in criminal proceedings. The Criminal Procedure Law is related with several European acts: Council Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA on combating the sexual exploitation of children and child pornography; Council Framework decision on the standing of victims in criminal proceedings; Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

The Latvian Administrative Violations Code prescribes responsibility for the physical and emotional abuse of a child. This law also implies responsibility of child-care for parents or persons replacing them, responsibility of employees for illegal intervention of children in events, responsibility of pedagogues for not taking into account child’s rights for protection.
The Procedure how to provide help for child who has suffered from illegal activities applies to professionals who provide assistance (rehabilitation) for abused child, as well as state and local authorities, who organized assistance. The aim of the act is to provide the necessary support and assistance to a child in order to regain his physical and mental health and to integrate is society. This law is related at national level with: Protection of the Rights of the Child Law and the Social Services and Social Assistance Act. At European level this act is related with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Orphan's court Law governs the actions of Orphan's Court and its members’ actions within the protection of children's rights, including protection from domestic violence. Orphan's Court main duty is to protect personal and property interests and rights of a child or other incapacitated person; to consider applications and complaints, including applications and complaints about parents, guardians, or foster action. In the field of violence prevention Orphan's Court shall decide upon the deprivation of rights to child care of a parent, if the child is in a situation that is dangerous for his health or life by the fault of the parent; parent abusing his rights or do not providing child care and supervision, or parent being violent towards child or there is valid suspicion about violence towards the child.

Italy

The Constitution of the Italian Republic is the first and main law of the Italian State as a unified Republic. Its main issue is the general rights of the Italian citizens, and related to violence against children, its aim is to prevent it and safeguard the children’s rights.

The Law nº 176 ratifies and implements the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. In this way, the law protects and defends children’s rights.

The Law nº 285 Measures for the promotion of Rights and opportunities for Children and Adolescents facilitates the planning of actions to promote and protect children’s rights and to prevent harmful acts against them. This law is related to the implementation of the Principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and with the national Law nº 176 about children rights.

The current Penal Code is obsolete, dating back to the '30s, when Italy was still a monarchy. The criminal cases are outdated and content tailored to the current realities of crime. Specifically it is necessary to allocation of crimes against children to the categories of crime "offenses against the person" and not "crimes against the family" a lot less penalties (Law nº 1398 of the Penal Code).
The Law nº 66 about the Rules against sexual Violence provides for the identification of a new case of crime related to sexual acts to minors, with the aim to emphasize the seriousness and sensitivity of the emergent problems whenever the offense of sexual abuse involving children. This law is related with the Italian Constitution, the Law nº 269 against the exploitation of prostitution, pornography, sex tourism of children, and with the Law nº 38 about the provisions on combating the sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, including via Internet.

The Law nº 154 about the Measures against abuse in family relations establishes a system based on dual protection, civil and criminal, to which the victim may appeal alternatively to obtain urgent protection. In the civil sector, the offended person has the possibility to appeal to the Ordinary Court to obtain one or more ‘protection orders against family abuse’. In the criminal sector, the law introduced a new cautionary measure, compelling the accused person to leave the family home; even, to not visit places where the offended person usually is (for example, school, workplaces, friends’ homes, etc.).
Finally, we present two Regional laws from the Emilia Romagna Region. First, the Regional Directive nº 846 about forest care and reception community for children and adolescents ensures each child and adolescent, which must be temporarily moved away from its family and social context, the necessary protection, education, support and accompaniment. The second is the Regional Law nº 14  about Rules of politics for younger generation, which provides specific actions for children and adolescents to safeguard and support their rights into the family and society. This last law was inspired by the Italian Constitution and by the European Convention on Rights of the Children.

Sweden 

Children and Parents Code is a general group of laws, with the aim to ban, stop and prevent the violence against children in different contexts (at home, schools, etc.). this code is related with other national laws: Penal Code, Social Services Act, Care of Young People Act, Schools Code, Education Act, Discrimination Law, Action plan for equal treatment at schools; and European laws, as UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Penal Code indicates all the sanctions for violence and maltreatment against children, among others crimes.

The purpose of the Discrimination Act is to combat discrimination and to promote equal rights and opportunities regardless sex, ethnicity, religion or other belief, disability, sexual orientation or age.

The purpose of the Education Act (Schools Code) is to provide a foundation for knowledge, choice and security in all forms of education (from pre-school to adult-education). 

The objective of Care of Young People Act is to prevent violence against children. If children are abused or maltreated at home or their parents cannot give them the necessary cares, children could be taken in foster cares. 

The Act concerning the Equality shall provide advice and other kind of support to help someone who has been subjected to discrimination. 

2.2. Programme’s and Good Practice’s Analysis
This section describes the programmes and good practices taken in countries of the consortium about violence against children. A total of 36 initiatives have been considered relevant by the partners and in the following table lists them and their codes.
Table 3: List of programmes and good practices in each country
	ROMANIA
	RO-P1-P-1
	National Programme of Parenting Education

	
	RO-P1-P-2
	Petit- Parental Education together with ICT

	
	RO-P1-P-3
	BASIC-LIFE. Basic web 2.0 skills by learning in family environment

	
	RO-P1-P-4
	How to become better psrents

	
	RO-P1-P-5
	Violence breeds violence

	SPAIN
	SP-P1-P-1
	Basic Protocol of Intervention against Child Maltreatment

	
	SP-P1-P-2
	Factory of Ideas

	
	SP-P1-P-3
	National Campaigns of Awareness and Child Maltreatment Prevention

 (2009/2010 and 2010/2011)

	
	SP-P1-P-4
	Federation of Associations for the Childhood’s Maltreat Prevention (FAPMI)

	
	SP-P1-P-5
	Programme-Guide for the Development of Emotional, Educative and Parental Skills

	
	SP-P1-P-6
	Programme of Psychological Assistance to Maltreated Childhood 

	
	SP-P1-P-7
	Minor’s telephone from Valencian Region (900 10 00 33)

	POLAND
	PL-R3-P-1
	Children’s helpline 0 800 12 12 12

	
	PL-R3-P-2
	Childhood without abuse campaign

	
	PL-R3-P-3
	Good Parent, Good Start

	
	PL-P3-P-4
	Activities aimed at prevention of domestic violence

	
	PL-P3-P-5
	The Family Begins

	
	PL-P3-P-6
	Children’s helpline 116 111

	
	PL-P3-P-7
	Activities aimed at prevention of domestic violence by SOS for the family

	LATVIA
	LV-P4-P-1
	Pathways to Competence

	
	LV-P4-P-2
	Guardian Angel

	
	LV-P4-P-3
	Volunteers for improving children’s situation in the family

	
	LV-P4-G-1
	Campaign “See it. Hear it. Tell it”

	
	LV-P4-G-2
	Types of abuse

	
	LV-P4-G-3
	Put down your belt

	ITALY
	IT-P5-P-1
	Protocol of agreement for the prevention and intervention strategies on abuse and violence against children and adolescents

	
	IT-P5-P-2
	National Plan of Action for the Protection of the Rights and Development of Children

	
	IT-P5-P-3
	National Centre for Listening

	
	IT-P5-P-4
	‘Casa Mamma Margherita’ for temporary placement of children in difficult social and/or family problems

	
	IT-P5-P-5
	Ongoing support group for parents

	
	IT-P5-P-6
	Project Child Emergency First Aid

	SWEDEN
	SW-P8-P1
	International Child Development Program (ICDP)

	
	SW-P8-P2
	Community Parent Education Program (COPE)

	
	SW-P8-P3
	The Incredible Years

	
	SW-P8-P4
	Komet

	
	SW-P8-P5
	Kids skills / Kids skills on line


Table 4: Projects’ and good practices’ target groups
	
	
	CHILDREN


	TEENAGERS
	PARENTS
	PROFESSIONALS
	OTHER

	ROMANIA
	RO-P1-P-1
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	RO-P1-P-2
	
	
	X
	
	

	
	RO-P1-P-3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	RO-P1-P-4
	
	
	X
	
	

	
	RO-P1-P-5
	
	
	X
	X
	

	SPAIN
	SP-P1-P-1
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	SP-P1-P-2
	X
	
	
	
	All citizens

	
	SP-P1-P-3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	SP-P1-P-4
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	SP-P1-P-5
	
	
	X
	
	

	
	SP-P1-P-6
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	SP-P1-P-7
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	POLAND
	PL-R3-P-1
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	PL-R3-P-2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	PL-R3-P-3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	PL-P3-P-4
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	PL-P3-P-5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	PL-P3-P-6
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	PL-P3-P-7
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	LATVIA
	LV-P4-P-1
	
	
	X
	
	

	
	LV-P4-P-2
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	LV-P4-P-3
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	LV-P4-G-1
	
	
	X
	X
	All Latvian Society

	
	LV-P4-G-2
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	LV-P4-G-3
	
	
	X
	
	

	ITALY
	IT-P5-P-1
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	IT-P5-P-2
	
	
	
	
	Public authorities

	
	IT-P5-P-3
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	IT-P5-P-4
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	IT-P5-P-5
	
	
	X
	
	

	
	IT-P5-P-6
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	SWEDEN
	SW-P8-P1
	X
	
	
	X
	

	
	SW-P8-P2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	SW-P8-P3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	SW-P8-P4
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	SW-P8-P5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


Table 5: Programs’ and good practices’ purpose
	
	
	PREVENTION
	INFORMATION AND AWARENESS
	STOP
	ACTION IN REAL CASES
	OTHER

	ROMANIA
	RO-P1-P-1
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	RO-P1-P-2
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	RO-P1-P-3
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	RO-P1-P-4
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	RO-P1-P-5
	X
	
	X
	
	

	SPAIN
	SP-P1-P-1
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	SP-P1-P-2
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	SP-P1-P-3
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	SP-P1-P-4
	X
	X
	
	
	Promote researchs and programs

	
	SP-P1-P-5
	X
	
	
	
	Training parents

	
	SP-P1-P-6
	
	
	
	X
	Psychological intervention

	
	SP-P1-P-7
	X
	X
	
	
	

	POLAND
	PL-R3-P-1
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	PL-R3-P-2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	PL-R3-P-3
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	PL-P3-P-4
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	
	PL-P3-P-5
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	PL-P3-P-6
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	PL-P3-P-7
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	LATVIA
	LV-P4-P-1
	X
	
	
	
	Information about positive parenting

	
	LV-P4-P-2
	X
	X
	X
	
	Support system

	
	LV-P4-P-3
	X
	
	
	X
	Create voluntary activity system

	
	LV-P4-G-1
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	LV-P4-G-2
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	LV-P4-G-3
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	ITALY
	IT-P5-P-1
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	IT-P5-P-2
	X
	
	
	X
	

	
	IT-P5-P-3
	X
	
	
	X
	

	
	IT-P5-P-4
	
	
	X
	X
	

	
	IT-P5-P-5
	X
	
	
	
	Support families

	
	IT-P5-P-6
	
	
	X
	X
	

	SWEDEN
	SW-P8-P1
	X
	
	
	
	Advise and support

	
	SW-P8-P2
	
	
	X
	X
	

	
	SW-P8-P3
	X
	
	
	X
	

	
	SW-P8-P4
	
	
	
	
	Advise and support

	
	SW-P8-P5
	X
	
	
	X
	


2.2.1. Results by countries

In this section general results by country are presented with the aim of having a general overview about the main characteristics of the initiatives designed to prevent and stop violence against children in the different countries of the consortium.
Romania

The National Programme of Parenting Education was elaborated by the Ministry of Education, Research and Innovation of Romania jointly with UNICEF. This initiative is a tool for professionals carried out in schools and educational institutions with the aim of enhancing family knowledge, attitudes and skills related to early stimulation, positive disciplining, early care, parent-child interaction, and protection, with the introduction of modern parenting methods into the pre-school education system. Its main purposes are:
· Promotion of Romanian traditional mindset changes on the position of the child inside the family
· Parents aware of their active role and pro-active in education their children
· Develop incentives and attitudes towards parents support among teachers
· Creating a unified, correlated and complex education of parents nationwide, integrated into overall strategy to restructure the education of children in Romania
For the implementation of this programme it is necessary a group of master trainers to be in charge of training teachers as trainers of parents, and it is important to expand the number of educational centres involved in the project, especially in rural areas and disadvantaged communities.

Statistics show that more than 70.000 parents were trained in 4.000 kindergartens and 370 schools. The programme has increased family knowledge and practices related to early care and stimulation, positive disciplining, and parent-child interaction, by introducing modern parenting methods into the pre-school education system.
Parental Education together with ITC (PETIT) is a project coordinated by SREP with the main objective of offering to educationally disadvantaged parents the opportunity to become responsible parents with regard to the psychological, relational and behavioral development of their own children, by improving their abilities, knowledge and skills needed in the family environment. Specific objectives are:

· Improving the family mood with better communication between parents and children 

· Creating, developing and implementing a series of innovative methods and strategies which should have an effect on the educationally disadvantaged parents, as follows: 

· Inducing a positive attitude towards lifelong learning 

· Helping them to gain necessary knowledge to understand children behaviour, communication and discipline techniques, so that they may educate their child in a completely informed way, offering him the necessary support to become a responsible adult 

· Gaining, structuring and promoting good educational practices on a European level. 
For the implementation of this initiative it is necessary the organization of infrastructure for carrying out the workshops and to arrange enough time for going deeper into the subjects and exercising with the use of many interactive methods in teaching the parental education modules.
In this project participated more than 250 parents from 6 European countries, through the workshops for the implementation and assessment of the educational models.

The following project, Basic Web 2.0 Skills by Learning in Family Environment (BASIC-LIFE), aims at elaborating up-to-date and qualitative educational models for the disadvantaged families, able to respond to their training needs for the key competence in ICT (Web 2.0) and also to provide a viable perspective upon lifelong learning for the whole family (parents and children/teenagers).
To implement this initiative was necessary to organize workshops with parents and children to implement and assess the educational models. Almost 100 parents and 100 children from 5 European countries participated in this kind of workshops.
At a regional level (in Iasi, Romania) exists an appreciative parental education program called How to became better parents, to develop the parents’ abilities in order to they successfully cope with the ever-changing conditions of our present-day society. Within this program, parents learn primarily how to take care of themselves, how to cope with the stress and the anger, by developing communicational abilities, a positive discipline and by treating problematic behaviours. This program is implemented through personalised intervention by social assistants in the domestic environment 

Violence breeds violence is a program coordinated by Save the Children, with the aim to promote positive parenting discipline within professionals and parents, teaching and training them to use non violent education techniques and methods, learning to respect, understand and communicate with children.

To implement this program it was necessary to create several resource centres for parents to find information materials on non-violent educational, counselling and sharing experiences with other parents and professionals. This initiative had a direct impact with the participation in debates, workshops and round tables of 1598 children, 244 parents and 158 professionals. There were organized also three event debates: two of them with 200 participants and another organized for 1000 participants. The courses were attended by 210 parents and 178 professionals.
Spain 

The Basic Protocol of Intervention against Child Maltreatment is a basic instrument to guarantee the interinstitutional coordination in the intervention in child maltreatment cases once they have been detected and notified. This program must involve institutions from the several fields related with childhood and adolescence: educative, public health, police and judicial. This protocol must be enshrined in a more comprehensive program about the attention in child maltreat and the action procedure in child maltreatment cases will be different depending on the kind of maltreat (domestic violence or in other contexts). To implement efficiently this protocol it is necessary several technical resources:

· Resources to act at autonomic and local levels

· Help phone service for children

· Areas to attend children in different contexts

· Statistic register of child maltreat cases in each region
· Human resources and materials to professionals whose work with children

· Therapeutic interventions

· Interinstitutional assessment and monitoring commission

The Factory of Ideas is an initiative recently announced publicly by the Spanish Childhood Platform. This initiative consists in the organization of a work process to mark the Universal Day of Childhood Rights 2011, in which children/adolescents understand that there are universal children’s rights. This initiative has been promoted by a previous Spanish report published in 2010 reporting that in Spain there were children’s rights not carried out and, moreover, not all the children had the same opportunities to get their rights. Thus, the Factory of Ideas has two main objectives: 1) study the notes collected in the previous report; and 2) develop ideas to improve the knowledge about children’s rights and the performance of the Convention Rights in Spain. 

The first step, ongoing currently, is to promote the initiative via online and by other media. Secondly, it will take place the Factory of Ideas workshop in different entities from several regions in Spain, with the objective of elaborating ideas to improve the children’s rights. Finally, with these ideas a report with final conclusions will be elaborated and presented publicly on the Universal Day of Childhood Rights (20th November 2011).

The National Campaigns of Awareness and Child Maltreatment Prevention (2009/2010 and 2010/2011) are addressed to general population and professionals. This advertising campaign entails several spreading channels:

· Incidence in the communication means (press conferences, reports, etc.)
· Emails to social nets
· Press releases and open letters
· Other, as for example, specific webs about child maltreatment, conferences, etc.

The objective of the Program-Guide for the Development of Emotional, Educative and Parental Skills is to facilitate parents and other adults with educative and familiar responsibilities obtaining personal, educative and emotional resources to imply effectively in the relationships with their children. This programme should be developed through several sessions with an active and participative methodology, based in workshops coordinated by one or two qualified professionals. As the methodology is active, it is advisable to restrict the number of participants between 15-20 members. The initiative also can be implemented through an individual methodology based in individual interviews between professionals and parents. This program has been applied in some Spanish towns; and parents expressed, after their participation, that they felt more competent using strategies as:

· Self-control and personal relaxation

· Comprehension of factors involved in children behaviours
· Positive management of conflicts (negotiation) through communication skills, as the active listening
· Development of self-esteem

The Program of Psychological Assistance to Maltreated Childhood is a tool for professionals, specifically psychologists, and it is implemented in real cases of child maltreatment at a regional level in Spain. The main objective of this initiative is achieving the children have greater coping skills at the present and at the future. For implementing this program it is necessary professionals with a large formation, training and experience in systemic interventions, especially with kids. Children users assessed this programme as a useful and helpful resource: they considered the therapy as useful, they were satisfied or very satisfied and they considered that they had achieved partially or totally the objectives.
The Minor’s Telephone 900 10 00 33 from Valencian Autonomous Region is a free service for all the people. Its main objective is to centralize the phone calls that report or declare supposed risk or vulnerable situations of minors. This initiative is addressed to minors with needs of orientation, support and protection; and adults with needs of advice or report lack of protection situations of minors. This service is assisted by professionals specialized in social, educational and psychological interventions. Some examples of the reports received in the Minor’s Telephone are: carelessness, school absenteeism, aggressiveness, sexual abuse, eating disorders, alcohol and drugs consumption, minor’s pregnancies, physical and psychical maltreatment, scholar problems, behavioral problems, sexual problems, scholar violence, etc. After the professionals receive a call it is very important to compile enough information to assess the seriousness of the case to act accordingly; referring to the Minor’s Protection Services, to the Police or to the competent organization to its investigation and/or intervention.
Poland
0 800 12 12 12 helpline was established by the Children’s Right Ombudsmen and 116 111 by the NCF. Both helplines’ main goal is to provide free of charge and anonymous assistance for children and youth in crisis situation across the country. First child line is aimed at children, youth, parents and professionals as well. The second one is reserved only for children. Children can contact both child lines by the phone or via websites.
To run this kind of child lines it is required to have highly skilled counsellors who are trained in providing psychological support via phone or new technologies and trained at dealing with any difficulties/problems that children may have. It is also important to create procedures of intervening in necessary cases (abuse of a  child, children with suicidal thoughts, etc.) and to maintain effective cooperation with the Police.
About 116 111 helpline, statistics show that since 2008 counsellors have received over 250.000 qualified (a talk about serious problem) calls from children and over 6.500 e-mails, in more than 150 cases intervention was taken. The nationwide social campaign Childhood without abuse was launched in  2008 by the Nobody’s Children Foundation, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the National Helpline for Victims of Domestic Violence "Blue Line”, the State Agency for Solving Alcohol Problems.
This initiative entitled ‘Abused children see world differently’ was aimed at parents and the main goal of this campaign was to raise awareness among parents about consequence of corporal punishment against children. Another goal of this campaign was to promote positive parenting methods. The campaign was focused on educating parents, through TV and radio spots, leaflets and posters about negative consequences of corporal punishment and also through workshops about positive parenting methods. During the campaign organizations and institutions across the country took part in those actions by organizing local conferences, seminars and other events.  
The preparation for this campaign was preceded by the national research on experiencing corporal punishment, attitudes toward the corporal punishment and public opinion and acquiescence of violence among parents and professionals. 
In 2010 the measurable effects of the programme were:

· 517 campaign ambassadors from across the country were involved
· 200.000 leaflets “10 steps to be a better parent” were distributed
· 25.000 brochures about positive parenting methods were distributed
· 160.000 campaign posters  were distributed
· 2000 copies of quarterly Child Abuse about corporal punishment were distributed
· 25 trainings for professionals about how to teach parents to use positive parenting methods instead of violence (over 500 professionals took part in those trainings) were conducted
· 100 media articles about campaign and problem of violence against children were published
· 7 local conferences on the topic of corporal punishment (over 1300 participants) were launched
The objective of Good parent, Good Start campaign, elaborated by the NCF, is to plan and construct an effective model of prevention and support for young children and their families at risk, that will be later implemented in other sites across the country. There are provided many actions targeted at parents and professionals, which contribute towards achieving the goal. Actions directed only to parents are: parenting skills workshops for high-risk parents, psychological, psychiatric and legal consultations, video training, education meetings, online support centre where parents may obtain anonymous advice via the internet, home-start visitations provided by volunteers, an educational and therapeutic holiday camp and bonding and play groups for parents and children. There are also actions directed to professionals who work with parents and/or children under 3 years old: an annual national conference with about 400 participants each, training and workshops, developing materials, supervision sessions for psychologists and lectures for medical students. 
The preparation for the project involves an analysis of research findings and data. Then it is necessary to initiate the interdisciplinary cooperation: the system should be based on the close collaboration between the local social welfare centre, the health care centre and day nurseries and comprise two levels of identification and intervention. It is important to organise meetings for all services regularly with the intention of exchanging information and solving problems. Moreover, professionals should be constantly trained.

In 2010 the measurable effects of the programme were:

· 1190 psychological consultations for parents 
· 28 educational meetings (for 319 parents)
· 28 bonding and play groups (for 193 parents and 189 children)
· 10 parenting skills workshops (for 93 parents)
· 1 educational and therapeutic holiday camp (for 9 parents and 12 children)
· distribution of 300 000 leaflets for parents with young people
· 34 training meetings (for 496 professionals)
· 127 hours of lectures (for 639 students of medical studies)
· 12 supervision sessions (for 313 professionals)
· 8 supervision sessions for the psychologists working in pedagogical and psychological centres (for 73 professionals)
· 507 382 visits on the website, newsletter was downloaded by 2 679 people
The main objective of the Activities aimed at prevention of domestic violence established by The Committee for Protection of Children`s Rights is to increase access to professional and free counselling and therapy for people from families with history of violence. The main objective of the activities aimed at prevention of domestic violence established by the NGO SOS for the family is to offer free of charge psychological and legal help for children victims of crime and their parents. The team consists of psychologists, lawyers and doctors who provide counselling and support and accompany children during the legal procedures.

The activities undertaken in both projects are:
· Family counselling 
· Psychological and pedagogical assistance for children and their families
· Psychotherapy for children and their parents
· Legal counselling

· Workshops for parents 
· Supervisions for professionals

· Trainings for professionals

· Hosting interdisciplinary team

It is very important to have highly qualified professionals (therapists, lawyers and psychologists), who will conduct counselling for clients. 

Statistics show that in the program of The Committee for Protection of Children`s Rights 116 children and parents used the family counselling service, the psychological and pedagogical assistance for children and their families helped 120 clients, 10 clients assisted psychotherapy, 202 used legal counselling service and 56 parents attended workshops. 

The Family Begins is a local program, covering the area of Poznań and its surroundings, based on 25 years of experience in the field of helping abused children and their families. This experience shows that adequate support provided early to the family in the area of care and education may significantly prevent abuse and maltreatment of small children thus, in consequence, decrease risk of social alienation and marginalization. The project actions are directed towards developing a multi-faceted system of support for carers and parents of small children (0-3). During that time following actions are undertaken:
· Conducting social campaign promoting the idea of correct nursing of small children
· Creating educational opportunities for professionals helping families with small children
· Direct work with families endangered with marginalization
· Development of draft model of interdisciplinary cooperation in the field of small children abuse prevention.
The crucial factor in implementing this programme is to build cooperation between different institutions and organizations working with this kind of families. Another important issue is to involve local authorities who will support this programme or initiative.
Latvia

The program Pathways to Competence is organized in Latvia by the Center Dardedze together with Latvian University (Department of Psychology). This program consists in offering training to parents, with the aim to help them to improve their ability in parenting and building positive relationships with their children. It contains information about the child's development stages, principals that promote child’s emotional development, and practical methods. Program also focuses on support for parents, helps them to feel capable in their parent role. The initiative gives those ‘risk parents’ possibility to learn and acquire positive parenting skills and helps to find the best methods how to communicate with children and better understand child's behavior and needs. In the context of violence prevention, it is important that this program is accessible to wider range of parents, especially for younger parents whose lack the experience of raising a child and parents who face difficulties in bringing up a child. 

Key factors to implement the program are mainly to have available trained program leaders. 
Latvian University assessed this initiative effectiveness through a study collecting data during the period from 2005 till 2009. The research showed that after participating in the program, mother feels more comfortable with her role, more appreciates the effectiveness in her role and less reveals child’s internal and external behavioral problems than before. Also, results found of this program in Canada revealed that participation in the program increases mothers’ satisfaction with their role, effectiveness increases and child’s aggressive behavior decreases.
Center Dardedze established in 2002 a program called Guardian Angel that consists in five main points:

1) Informal support volunteers whose, in collaboration with the social assistance services, are introduced to families with those future mothers that come from orphanages or social services have assessed them as high social risk families. Supporter mission is to become the family`s mentor (supporter, teacher, adviser), provide support and develop communication skills by providing practical knowledge of infant care, as well as preparing family emotionally for the baby.
2) After the baby is born, volunteers help parents to learn practical skills in baby care, provide advices on how to maintain self-discipline and restraint, how to cope with stress, tiredness, worries and anger without becoming aggressive and violent to the child.
3) Parents have the opportunity to attend parent support group that is chaired by a professional social worker. In these groups, parents have the opportunity to meet other parents and share experiences, develop mutual support networks that are very necessary for every parent. 
4) There is a professional, full-time social worker, who provides families to have regular meetings with support persons, the necessary support, knowledge and skills, and involves other family members in problem solving, as well as a part-time psychologist where mothers can receive psychological counseling.
5) This program provides a regular opportunity for parents together with their children to attend educational, cultural and sports activities and organize special celebrations for the new families.
In 2010, 12 volunteers participated by giving help to families with small children. During the year, 15 agreements were signed with families. Some volunteers were involved in many families.

During the campaign “See it. Hear it. Tell it” were carried out several actions:

· Numerous interviews in the media with the aim to reach every member of society, so that they could be informed, recognize violence and inform The State Inspectorate for Protection of Children’s Rights if they see it;
· Many informational materials were distributed;
· Training about physical violence, its consequences on child‘s future development was organized;
· Campaign’s closing event was organized where professionals from “Dardedze” informed 60 other industry professionals and media representatives about the problem.

Volunteers for improving children’s situation in the family work specifically with pre-school children, who are brought up in socially rejected and in need risk group families, including families where children are raised by seniors.
The planned results are the followings:
· Create a system of attracting, training, supervising and supporting volunteers, who specifically work with pre-school children, who are brought up in crisis touched families, including families, where children are raised by seniors;
· Attract and train at least 50 volunteers; support could be created for at least 100 children and 20 seniors;

· Create NGO cooperation model with municipalities in volunteer support program and  volunteer mentor (supervisor) program in which at least 16 mentors are picked and trained;
· To provide information about the created volunteer program and its first work results for wider public, NGOs and municipalities.

Types of Abuse is a publication published in four small books, each of them sums up the most important information about each type of abuse: neglect, emotional abuse, physical abuse and sexual abuse. This information helps professionals to understand and recognize types of abuse, risk factors and consequences. These books were funded by Children and Family affairs Ministry sponsored project Training for ‘Pathways to competence’ group leaders”.

The objective of the Campaign “Put down your belt” was to change the opinion about what it is appropriate and acceptable to discipline children by physical punishment, and to develop discussions and offer practical advice on how to control anger. The effectiveness of the campaign could be evaluated by wide public response, as 3.500 people took part in the questionnaire, which could be found on campaign’s website. The Center “Dardedze” received several calls daily; and adults, as well as children wrote letters to Center “Dardedze” specialists, expressing their opinion and asking for certain recommendations. All of it shows that campaign succeeded in addressing large scale of Latvian society and attracted its attention to non-violent upbringing.
Italy

The Protocol of agreement for the prevention and intervention strategies on abuse and violence against children and adolescents consists of principles, behaviours and operational measures, developed in consultation between all the Public Administrations in order to share the approach to the problem of violence against children.
The National Plan of Action for the Protection of the Rights and Development of Children is a directive normative and a tool for professionals involved in promoting child protection. This plan is a way to implement the directive from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child as a work program at national level. 

The National Centre for Listening offers a free telephone line to help and support children, adolescents and adults (parents, teachers, etc.) in requests related difficult situations involving minors.

The initiative Casa Mamma Margherita is a temporary placement for children in difficult social situations and/or with family problems. It is a foster home that offers support to children with problems at home, with the aim of avoiding and preventing the removal order from child’s family. This programme ensures the promotion of parents’ resources to improve their parental role at home, and an appropriate intervention and support addressed to children. 

Nowadays it is ongoing an initiative that provides in Support Groups for Parents. These groups consist in courses for parents in difficult situations, with the support of expert practitioners and professionals. This program ensures active, technical and psychological support with the objective of improving specific parental skills, preventing tension in their relationship with pupils and controlling stress and frustration feelings related with difficult situations at home. 

The main target of the provincial Project Child Emergency First Aid is children in need of protection, even accompanied by their mothers, whose are victims of domestic violence. This program provides support to children through several professionals that, moreover, assess children’s risk factors related to violence at home to refer the case, if it was necessary, to the police or to other institutional resources. 
Sweden 

Currently Amal is implementing the International Child Development Programme (ICDP), which aim is to bring out and sustain good quality interaction between caregivers and their children, by raising the awareness of caregivers about their children’s psycho-social needs and by increasing their ability to respond to these needs. So, this program tries to strengthen caregivers’ involvement with their children in a positive way, to give them confidence in their own capacity as carers, to facilitate those relationships that support children’s development and to prevent those relationships and conditions that may lead to neglect and abuse of children. This initiative is closely linked to the work of promoting children’s rights, by opening up a space for children to be heard and responded to and through its emphasis on empathy and compassion for the other, it also contributes to peace building both inside the family and community in general.
This programme has been established in several countries around the world: Colombia, Norway, Denmark, Angola, Indonesia, etc.; so, there is evidence that the programme works successfully in all these different societies and with caregivers with very different educational backgrounds.

The Community Parent Education Program’s (COPE) goal is to strengthen parents in their parenting, improve interaction within the family and create supportive networks. The program helps parents learn different strategies, including how they can deliberately encourage and praise children to manage their behaviours. Originally this initiative was made for parents who had children with anger management problems; however, Swedish COPE Association believes that COPE is a useful tool that can be offered to all parents with the aim of preventing maltreatment or negligence in the children’s care. The program is offered to parents with children 3-12 years, and now there is also a specific program for parents with teenagers. 

Results from several studies have showed that parents learned COPE’s training improved their solving skills.

The Incredible Years Training Series widely implemented in countries as USA, UK, Canada, Ireland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Portugal, etc. This program gives parents and teachers strategies to manage behaviours such as aggressiveness, ongoing tantrums, and acting out behaviour such as swearing, whining, yelling, hitting and kicking, answering back, and refusing to follow rules. So, this initiative is targeted to three main points:

· Training in effective parenting skills to enhance social competence, and to avoid the development of children's aggressive behaviour, poor social skills, and academic underachievement.

· Training in effective classroom management strategies and curriculum related to promoting emotional and social literacy to reduce aggression and rejection, and to contribute to children's enhanced social competence and stronger school bonding. 

· Training children with poor social competence in skills such as how to play with other children, affective awareness, how to be friendly and talk to peers as well as in self-control and how to problem solve conflict situations can result in less aggressive responses, more positive friendships and belonging to more prosocial groups.
Evidence shows that the program has turned around the behaviours of up to 80% of the children of participating parents and teachers. If left unchecked these behaviours would mean those children are at greater risk in adulthood of unemployment, mental health problems, substance abuse, early pregnancy/early fatherhood, criminal offending, multiple arrests and imprisonment, higher rates of domestic violence and shortened life expectancy.
Komet is a parent support program with the purpose of breaking the negative patterns in the family and prevent violence, drug abuse and/or criminality. This initiative consists in groups of two leaders and parents of sic children, whose meet once a week during eleven weeks. The objective of these meetings are to train parents of positive parenting skills, as praising their children when they do something good, and not yelling when they do something wrong. 

Komet has been assessed in controlled studies in Sweden and has shown good results. 

Kids Skills for Parents is a cooperative method to offer parents and other careers of children practical tools for dealing with the daily challenges of child rearing and to familiarize them with the basic principles of solution-focused in psychology as it applies to parenting. This program consists of five weekly or biweekly meetings each lasting about two hours, organized by schools, day care centers, counseling centers, clinics, social agencies, and various organizations caring for the well being of families and children. Some themes for the sessions are the followings: 

· Praising children to reinforce positive development.

· Responding to undesirable behavior.

· Strengthening co-operation between parents/careers.

· Helping children to overcome problems.

· Punishing, responding to inappropriate behaviours.
2.2.2. Results by target groups

In this section, the main characteristics of the best practices selected regarding target groups will be presented.
PARENTS

In all the countries of the consortium there are several initiatives addressed especially to parents. 
Most of the programs addressed to parents have the objective of preventing child maltreatment at homes through training parents in several skills, attitudes, knowledge to improve the relation between them and their children. These initiatives are normally organized in workshops and leader by professionals that parents attend to acquire:

· Positive parenting methods

· Communication and interaction skills

· Skills to resolve problems

· Strengthening involvement with their children 

In these programs there are special features to assist families at social risk, disadvantaged families or to younger parents with lack of experience in raising a child. 
There are programs aimed to prevent domestic violence offering support, legal and psychological counselling for people from families history of violence.

We can find advice and support services addressed, especially, to parents and minors; however, there are services affordable to the general public. For example, in the participating countries we have found several minor’s helpline (SP-P1-P-7 or PL-P3-P-1) that tries to resolve to parents, for example, a difficult situation or problem with their children. Moreover, there is a program that offers support through trained volunteers at the homes of families at risk and/or with pre-school children (LV-P4-P-2).
CHILDREN
First of all, it is important to point out that among the initiatives reported by partners there are few programs or good practices addressed directly to children (9 initiatives). In the others, parents are also a relevant target group.

In this sense, most of those initiatives are addressed to training parents in positive parenting methods, which will affect positively the quality of the relation with their children. So, in general, these strategies have a predominant purpose of prevention child maltreatment/abuse cases and intervening in cases of families at risk or with history of violence. 
There are initiatives that offer advice, support and protection to children, through several channels. This kind of programs provides orientation and support and, if it was necessary, enables referring the case to a competent service or institution with the objective of protecting the minor at risk. 
We find a program aimed to provide psychological assistance to maltreated children, training them, especially, in coping skills (SP-P1-P-6). 
It is important that children know their rights and were aware about their relevance. Thus, they could detect situations that not carry out those rights and demand equal opportunities to get them by all the children. In this sense, the Spanish partner found a program aimed to disseminate children’s rights established by the Convention Rights of the United Nations, and, to propose ideas for increase their knowledge among kids and their performance at national level. 
2.3. Workshop’s Analysis
This section describes the attitudes and perceptions about violence against children obtained in the workshops carried out by partners with the reference groups: children (from 6 to 14 years old) and parents or tutors (and teachers) in different regions of Europe.

The results were obtained through individual interviews, questionnaires and discussion activities in each country in accordance with the Methodological Instrument. The data of these target groups are grouped first by country, and secondly by target groups.

2.3.1. Results by countries

Romania 

Romanian parents do not spend enough time with their children, mainly, due to working issues (work full time, special interest in professional life, stress, etc.). Moreover, if they have free time for children, they prefer to resolve important issues related to school than playing with them. Most of the children associate spending time with their parents with staying simply with them at home and not doing activities together.

Most of the children participants spent all their free time with their parents, especially with their mothers; but it is important to say that they associate spending time with staying with them at home and not with doing activities together. The most common activities children do with their parents are doing school homework, playing, watching TV or going outside.
Generally, mothers talk more with their children than fathers. The main topics of discussion are children’s activities, school matter’s or their physical health; however, the do not usually talk about children’s feelings.

Children believe parents do not communicate with them enough, so they would like to be heard and helped about problems and feeling more often by their parents.

In the parenting role, most of the parents consider the rules and limits set between them and their children are so necessary to keep a relationship with respect and discipline. In this sense, the majority of children consider that several rules at home are  useful; for example time to arrive home, time allowed to spend at the computer or TV, do not talking with strangers, etc.

Parents believe that the main problem in the relationship with kids is the lack of time to stay together; and this arouses the lack of communication between them and the incapacity to build a strong relationship. In this sense, this frivolous communication seems to arouse children disobey rules and misbehave. Other kind of common problems are related to children’s bad behaviours, as lack of respect or spending much time watching TV or playing videogames. Children perceive the main and more common problems with parents are those related with school issues, but they think the tenser situations at home are related to parents’ lack of time to spent with them, as parents are not patients or affectionate when they arrive at home from work, and they could lose control with them.

To solve parenting problems, parents believe it is very important to establish rules with the aim of rewarding children’s good behaviours or punishing if they misbehave (for example, prohibiting activities that children enjoy for a certain period of time). Moreover, they consider that would be necessary to build a strong relationship between parents and children based on friendship; improving the communication and the attitudes towards their children (trust, patience, etc.). In this way, it would be possible to discuss and solve problems easily and effectively. Following this trend, children think the best solution to parenting problems should be through communication, tolerance and understanding; thus that are the better way to explain children what is wrong. However, kids consider the punishment as the most common solution, being some examples forbidding children to watch TV or play videogames or to get out the house to play, etc. Another kind of punishment is that parents scold or offend children when they do wrong things. 

Parents do not consider violence against children as a normal practice in Romania, but they recognize that sometimes it is easy to lose the temper facing up to the problems related to their children. Moreover, they consider that the line between violence and punishment is very thin, and sometimes parents could not distinguish it in some contexts. So, in general, punishment is not considered as a form of violence, and parents think it is used often as a form of education to avoid negative behaviours and to make children obey certain rules. 

The majority of children participants disapproved corporal punishment (as spanking or slaping) and think it is a kind of violence, and not a common practice. However, other respondents believe corporal punishment is a good method to improve kids’ education and to benefit them. 

All parents’ respondents believe that violence against children is a real problem in Romania, and they think that some parents use violent punishments because they are under stressed, have work problems and do not have enough time to build a trust relationship with their pupils. Moreover, some respondents consider that some other parents use violence as they think is the best and traditionally method in Romania to educate children. They described the parents more inclined to violence as with a low educational level, with alcohol and/or drug problems, with extremely precarious financial situation, were victims of violence themselves, violent people and with psychical problems/disorders. According to children’s answers, more than half of the participants know other kids severely hit at home by their parents, hit at school by a teacher or by their friends. Children consider that if they were hit, they in general would tell it to their parents (if were hit by teachers or other people) or to their grandparents or friends (if were hit by their parents).

Mainly, parents and children participants consider the main consequences of maltreating or beating kids are on their emotional and social development (children victimizing themselves, feelings of low self-esteem, shyness, difficult to integrate in collectivities and society, etc.), as the psychological damage can perpetuate in future violent behaviours. 

The solutions that parents propose are basically in three areas: legislative initiatives (for acting in real cases to punish those commit violent acts against children), training for parents to promote positive parenting models and to offer education in several skills, and a better cooperation between the different institutions to fight against violence.  On their part, the majority of children participants do not know if there is someone who could forbid and/or stop parents from beating their kids. Other participants say that the police or institutions in charge of child protection could do something to avoid parents hit their pupils. In general, children think that pupils should behave better, talk parents with respect, apologize to parents when misbehave and follow their rules with the aim of avoiding parents hit or maltreat them. 

Spain 

Parents do not spent enough time with their children, as mainly they work many hours per day, and when they arrive home they have to do several housework. Children consider they spent enough time with their parents, especially the younger kids. The most common activities children do with parents are mainly related to school homework, watching TV, playing with videogames, going for a walk and talking about several subjects (school, free time, friends, etc.).

Participating parents consider they talk enough with their children and about many different things. They believe it is very important to talk about problematic subjects naturally, showing a sincere and with confidence. In the case of preadolescents and teenagers it is more difficult. Spanish children use to talk about different matters with mothers than with parents, and normally, they do not embarrass them to talk about their problems or feeling, although they find most difficult to discuss about bad marks at school or about relations with peers.

Regarding the rules and limits, all the parents and children consider they are very necessary in order to improve the relationship between both. 

Parents think the main problem between them and their children nowadays is the lack of communication and understanding. In this sense, children think there are difficult situations at home due to they sometimes do not carry out parent’s rules. Moreover, parents consider the punishments are a good method solve problems if they are short-term imposed and proportional to the wrong behaviour carried out by the child in this sense, children consider the most common parents’ solution to problems at home is the punishment, through forbidding activities that children enjoy. In the case of preadolescents, they think parents should talk to their children also to solve the problems.

Parents believe that the line between violence and punishment is very clear, thus all the parents consider using a physical and/or a psychical punishment is a kind of violence. In spite of that fact, most of the participants consider in Spain is frequent to find cases of child maltreatment at homes; perpetrated, especially, by those parents more inclined to violence with the following characteristics: living in the poorer areas, with lack of education, with some addiction (alcohol and/or drugs), with serious economic problems and stress, with emotional disorders, with history of violence in their own childhood, etc. Most of the interviewed children think that spanking or slapping is considered violence. However, they consider that a slight corporal punishment is a good method to punish kids when they misbehave.

More than half of the parents believe violence against children is a real problem in Spain: six participants know someone who hits or maltreats their children. According to interviewed children, just 2 of them answered that they know someone hit or maltreated, and both cases occurred at school.

Parents mentioned the following immediate consequences of hitting or maltreating children: behavioural problems, low self-esteem, emotional instability, unhappiness, fear, hitting peers and poor self-control. And the following long-term consequences: future violent and aggressive person, personality problems, psychological disorders., violence to solve problems and violence against their own children. Participating pupils consider the violence against a child just promote negative consequences as learning a violent method to solve problems or fear feelings. 
Poland 

The participants of the reference group believe that, generally, parents do not spent enough time with their children. The main reason is that parents spend a lot of time at work and they feel very tired. At weekend, they usually have to do household activities or they want to enjoy some time on their own. Children, on their part, consider that they spend a lot of time with their parents, and they usually do together several activities as: watching TV, travelling on holidays, playing computer or videogames, talking or practicing sports. 

Generally, parents talk with their kids very often - mostly about other people, plays, interesting facts and what is happening around. They do not talk so often about problems, experiences, feelings and emotions. Children think the most difficult topics to talk with their parents about are related to close relationships with peers, misbehaving or school problems.

All participants consider that clear rules and boundaries are a good method of raising and educating children and they improve their relationship. Clear rules help to get on a child in difficult situations. What is more, they help to teach a child the proper way of behaving. 

Parents believe that the most common problem in parenting is the wrong communication with their children, which can lead to misunderstanding. According to the children’s opinions, the main problems in parenting are related to the use of computer, videogames or TV, tidying up their rooms, eating problems or disputing with their brothers/sisters. 

The parents think the best attitude to deal with problems with children is consistency, composure, open communication, patience with their kids. It is believed that the most common methods of punishing children in Poland is corporal punishment (as spanking, shouting, isolating children in a locked place, banning some activities or plays etc. According to the parents’ responses, other methods of raising children is praising, establishing clear rules and consequences, talking jointly about the problems reinforcing good behavior. 
The parents are convinced that violence against children is a real problem in Poland. They think there is widespread acceptance of using aggressive methods of upbringing children, as smacking. Usually, families would like to have the autonomy to exercise their parental roles as they want. They think the parents more inclined to use violence against children are those who had experiences of violence in their childhood, are not able to control their nerves, have poor education or are not aware of consequences of using violence against their children. All of the children believe that it is not justified that parents hit their kids as a method of punishing them.

The participants believe that many parents hit or maltreat their children, because they are not able to cope with problems in a different way. Also the lack of enough skills and knowledge might be the reason why parents use violence against their children. For those parents who use violence, it is necessary to attend workshops on parenting skills and positive parenting methods.  

In general, participants think that it is very probable to find violence against children at homes and at school; and most of them know personally somebody who hits their children. Most of the children know someone who was hit, in most of the cases at their homes or at school by colleagues. 

Participants are totally convinced that there are several short and long-term consequences for children that suffer from violence in their houses. The most common consequences are related to social problems in their present and future relationships. The participants think that such children use violence and will also do it in the future – also against their own children.
Most of the parents consider that there should be more initiatives to improve the problem of violence against children; as training for parents, information campaigns, more interest at schools. Some parents are for the harder laws. Children think there are several people or institutions that are able to prohibit parents from hitting their children, as the police, grandparents, the government, the laws or the judges. In general, children think that children should behave better to avoid the situation that parents hit or maltreat them. 

Latvia 

In general, parents do not spend enough time with their kids, as they stay so many hours at work; most of children think that they spend enough time with their parents; and in that time they usually make domestic tasks, play games, watch TV or go out for a walk. To half of the parents is easy talking with their pupils about feelings, successes, and they try to solve difficulties and problems in this way. Nevertheless, children consider it is harder to talk about personal experiences as difficulties at school or relationships with peers. 

For both parents and children the most common problems in parenting are mostly connected with daily situations related to child discipline, rules and border enforcement, as for example: disorganization, playing with videogames or inappropriate arguments with siblings, etc. 

The most common solutions to parenting problems considered by parents are mainly related to a good communication between them and children. In this sense, both could solve their problems through conversations, explanations, agreements, finding together a solution, taking into account child’s individual characteristics and, so, spending time together. Other kinds of solutions used by parents are restrictions in activities that children enjoy, rewarding desired behaviours, monitoring children, additional work or spanking. Whereas, children think parents tend to shout them and usually use different kind of restrictions (prohibit playing videogames or leave without TV); and consider parents should talk more often with their kids to explain rules or boundaries.
Most parents consider that violence against children is a real problem in Latvia, as in general they think most of the children suffer violence at home and/or at school. Participants consider that are several possible reasons for parental violence against children: problems at work, economical and/or personal problems, addictions, violent experiences in their childhood, no knowledge about positive discipline methods, etc.  Parents and some of the children believe that violence can have several appearances: physical, psychical, ignorance, shouts, threats, neglect, etc.

Most of the parents say that do not know anybody who hit or maltreat their pupils. More than half of the children know somebody hit at home or at school or on the street. 
Parents consider there are several consequences of violence in children, as the kids become angry, fearful and less close to parents; health problems, low self-esteem, etc. Moreover, they indicate some long-term consequences: problems in personal life, loss of faith in themselves, being aggressive with people, difficulty in relationships, etc. 

Some kids think that parents hit children to become them better sons, and generally children consider that hitting or maltreating child cause they feel sadness 
Most of the parents believe that Latvia needs more initiatives to fight against violence against children. They consider should be more programs with the objective of educating parents in positive parenting methods, public awareness, raising school’s involvement in the problem and stricter laws. Moreover, consider that the goverments shoud establish several issues that would improve and try to avoid the violence against children; as increasing parents’ welfare level, more cooperation between parents and professionals, reducing aggressive toys in stores and paying more attention to perpetrators of violence. For their part, childrenthink thay could avoid that parents hit their pupils through listening more and not provoking parents, talking with them to explain that hits hurt them, tell the situation to other adults or going to the police.

Italy 

Parents, generally, are dissatisfied with their relationship with their kids, as usually they do not spent much time with them duet to, mainly, parents’ busy life. Thus, parents would like to improve the quality of the time spent with their children, to talk with children more often about feelings or personas issues. Moreover, parents consider it is important to dialogue more with pupils and to promote an ethical and moral comprehensive evaluation for them. In general, children think they do not spent a much as necessary time with their parents, and consider the do not talk enough with them about personal problems or feelings.

Parents think the most common problems in parenting are related to the poor relationship wit their kids, as the short time spent with their sons, the difficulty to understand them and to dialogue with them, parents’ lack of authority, parents’ frustration in the performance of their educational role. According to the children, the problems in parenting are mainly related to the disobedience to parents’ rules and requests.
The most common solutions to parenting problems for both parents and children are the dialogue, giving limits and penalties to make pupils understand what is wrong and right and an attitude of reassurance and understanding.

According to parents, they do not perceive the corporal punishment as a common method to punish children. They think it is used minimally and only with very young children with whom the dialogue is difficult, and only by those parents whose are prone to lose control in problematic parenting situations. In general, children do not consider the corporal punishment as a common practice against pupils, as it is not a good method to educate them. Younger children are less aware about the inadequacy of certain parents’ behaviours or punishments; but the preadolescents clearly condemn any kind of violence against kids. 

Half of the parents know some situation of child abuse and most of the children know some pupils that have been hit at home or school.

Parents believe that violence has immediate and discernible consequences in children: they appear sad, shy, depressed, insecure, fearful and emotionally fragile. The long-term consequences are related with the learning of a violent model that may affect to children’s future relations with peers and with their own sons. Moreover, in the future they may present personality, psychological and behavioural disorders with a clear inclination to violence. Kids think that violence should provoke very bad feelings in children; they would feel very scared, sad and depressive. 

Half of the parents believe violence against children is a real problem in Italy, so they think the public institutions should promote more actions to stop and prevent it. For example: several programs to promote positive parental education and vocational training for teachers, more support by professionals and institutions to the families in the training of education roles, conscious information campaigns, etc. Some children identify police and some institutions as figures that can protect children against violence, but most of them think that no one can prevent really parents hit their pupils. Some of the children participants would not tell it to anyone if parents hit them, as they think it should be a family secret; also, they believe that a good method to avoid parents hit them is behaving better.

Sweden 

 In general, parents and children consider they do not spend enough time together, as parents work long hours and have to do own tasks after work. Most of the children say they would like to have more time to stay with their parents. Children and parents often do things together, as watching TV, playing videogames or going to the cinema. In general, kids do not have problems to talk with their parents about feelings or problems but they do not tell them everything; they prefer to have some privacy. 

Parents and children agree on that the main problems in parenting are the disorganization, the lack of interest of school and spending long hours watching TV or playing video-games or using internet. Moreover parents consider that the constant lack of time is an important trigger of several tense situations at home. Children think the tensest situations are arisen from when they do not follow parents’ rules.

To solve parenting problems the best solution for both parents and children is discussing about problems together. Children must know that certain things are absolutely forbidden, and if they break the rules the most common way to punish them is losing privileges as pocket money or videogames. It is also important to encourage children, motivate them, promote good behaviours and let them know that they are unconditionally loved by their parents whatever happens.

All the parents are aware of the existence of parents that punish their kids through physical and psychical methods, as at home it is very difficult to avoid this kinf of behaviours as “nobody can see it there”. This kind of punishments occurs more often at families with alcohol or drugs abuse or with economical problems where someone is unemployed and the family has economic problems. Interviewed parents consider also that neglect is a form of corporal punishment. According to children answers, they think the violence against children is forbidden as it is maltreatment. 

Just one of the participating parents and one child said that they know one case of violence against children.

Interviewed parents and children think that maltreated kids could suffer emotional consequences and become violent parents with their future own pupils. Moreover, they consider the consequences of violence are different among girls and boys; for example, the girls could become more frightened and the boys could become more aggressive with peers. 

Parents consider the main solutions to avoid or stop the cases of violence against children are through training and supporting parents. Children are perfectly aware about violence against children is wrong, and if they were maltreated or knew any case they would call the police, talk to their teachers or school-nurses. However, children showed concern about the consequences of reporting to their parents (legal consequences for them, be taken away from them, etc.).

2.3.2. Results by target group
PARENTS

The reference groups of parents and teachers have common factors in the five countries where they have been set up: Romania, Spain, Poland, Latvia, Italy and Sweden.

Nowadays, parents in general do not spent enough time with their children, because they devote many hours working per day, as they need to earn money for maintaining the family; especially currently due to the bad economic situation at European level. Very often, when parents stay with their children, they do not feel like playing or doing activities together, as they are so tired and have to do housework. So, they usually prefer helping children with their homework as doing funny activities. 
The problems between parents and children are mainly related to and caused by the lack of time to stay together and the poor communication. Due to two facts, parents believe that more common problems develop daily, as when children disobey rules or the lack of respect. So, parents think it is necessary to build a more affective and understanding relationship, in which parents explain their rules and boundaries, therefore pupils understand and familiarize with them. In this way, it would be easier to solve daily problems and to establish punishments and rewards for wrong or right behaviours. 

In general, when parents punish their children, they usually forbid them activities kids enjoy; but there are parents that use more severe methods as spanking or shouting. The respondents think there would be several reasons that explain why parents use violence against their children: stress, work and personal problems, and lack of time to build a more intimate relation with their kids. It is possible that it would be more difficult to distinguish the limit between punishment and violence in specific contexts, and some kind of parents could be more inclined to violence: parents with low educational level, alcohol and/or drugs’ problems, with precarious economic situation, victims of violence in their childhood, with psychological disorders, with no knowledge about positive discipline methods, etc. 
All the parents believe that the violence against children is a real problem in each participating country. The majority of the respondents said that they know parents who hit or maltreat their children. It is possible that corporal punishment could be more used with very young children, as the communication and dialogue is difficult with them. 

All parents think the violence against children have several short and long-term consequences. The main and immediate impacts are emotional repercussions: the children feel sadness, shyness, depression, insecurity, fear, victimizing themselves, are close to parents, etc. Moreover, the long-term consequences are mainly related to social difficulties with peers, and learning an aggressive behavioural model that will affect in children’s future relations with peers and with their own kids. 
The parents interviewed consider there should be more initiatives to fight against violence against children. All the participants agree with the needed actions are basically in 5 areas:

· Harder laws

· Training parents to promote positive parenting models

· More information and awareness campaigns
· Better cooperation between the different institutions 

· More interest at schools
CHILDREN

Children from the participating countries (Romania, Spain, Poland, Latvia, Italy and Sweden) consider they spend enough time with their parents, but not quality of time. Usually they consider that spending time together is stay both at home, despite of doing different tasks each one. Moreover, normally, they do more things jointly with mothers and use to talk about more personal or intimate subjects with them than with fathers. In general, children consider their relationship with parents is good, but they would like to improve several issues, as to achieve a more fluent and supportive communication related to difficult subjects and problems. 
When talking about methods to solve parenting problems, children consider the main solutions used by parents are punishments through, specially, forbidding activities or things that kids enjoy (e.g. go out with friends, play videogames, use internet, etc.), or scolding. However, they consider the best method to make children understand what is right and wrong is through a trust, tolerant and understanding communication with parents. 
Most of the children reject the corporal punishment (as spanking or slaping), as they consider is a type of violence. Younger children are less aware about the consequences of these practices, but preadolescents are more aware about them. Thus, in general they consider the violence against children has, especially, emotional consequences as victims feel scared, sad and depressive. Moreover, violent punishments could cause children learn aggressive behavioural models to solve problems with peers or to educate their future kids. 
Most of the children identify the laws and some institutional figures (as the judges and the police) that can protect children in cases of parenting violence. However, some of them consider no one can really prevent or stop parents hit/maltreat their children, as each father and mother behaves as they consider more appropriate in his/her own house. 

Although they believe corporal punishment is not a common practice in any participating country, most of them consider it is an efficient method to make children behave politely and carry out parents’ rules.
When talking about if children could do something to avoid or stop parents hit/maltreat them, the majority of respondents think children should behave better, respect their parents and follow the rules. Some respondents considered a good solution would be talking with parents trying to get they see reasons and be reasonable, but they think it is difficult as some parents do not consider kids as peers. 
3. Conclusions 

“BE Supportive, NOT violent!” is a project funded by the Daphné European Programme. The general purpose of the project is to raise awareness on the negative effects of corporal and verbal punishment of children, as well as at promoting positive parenting and non-violent raising of children in all contexts (home, school or any institutional or non-institutional setting). 

This report presents a state of the art about current legislation, programmes and good practices carried out at the countries that participate in the project. Moreover, the report presents a state of the art about child maltreatment opinions, perceptions and attitudes between children, parents and teachers, with the aim of suggesting some proposals to fight against it. 

All the countries that form the consortium have a specific legal framework related to children’s rights that include concrete articles about violence against children. This legislative framework implies laws to protect and promote children’s rights, to prevent and combat domestic violence and to fight against specific types of child abuse (for example, against sexual abuse). Moreover, we can find specific articles in the Penal or Criminal Codes that regulates the penalties related to violence against children to each crime for the perpetrators.  

After presenting the legal context of each country of the consortium, 36 programmes and good practices considered as relevant have been analysed in this report. The projects were from Romania (National programme of Parenting Education; How to become better parents; Violence breeds violence), Spain (Basic Protocol of Intervention against Child Maltreatment; Factory of Ideas; National Campaigns of Awareness and Child Maltreatment Prevention; FAPM;, Programme-Guide for the Development of Emotional, Educative and Parental Skills; Programme of Psychological Assistance; Minor’s Telephone), Poland (Children’s Helplines; Childhood without Abuse Campaign; Good Parent, Good Start; Activities to prevent domestic violence; The Family Begins), Latvia (Pathways to Competence; Guardian Angel; Campaign “See it. Hear it. Tell it”; Types of abuse; Put down your belt), Italy (protocol to prevent and intervene on abuse and violence aginst children; National Plan for Action for the Protection of the Rights and Development of Children; National Centre of Listening; Casa Mamma Margherita; Support group for parents; project Child Emergency First Aid), Sweden (ICDP; COPE; The Incredible Years; Komet; Kids Skills) and also at European level (PETIT; BASIC-LIFE). They have been classified on the base of the type and the mode of action. Later, they have been analysed by country and by the reference groups, to find out the results of the projects and its limitations. 

Finally, the results from the 14 workshops carried out in the countries of the consortium with parents and children were presented. In Spain, Poland, Latvia, Italy and Sweden 2 workshops (ones with parents and another with children) were carried out, and in Romania 4 workshops (two with parents and other with children). The results have been analysed by country and by the reference groups to find common issues.
In the following lines the more interesting conclusions to be considered in the proposal of the new model of positive parenting to be developed by the “BE Supportive, NOT violent!” project. The conclusions are presented in two sections, regarding those relevant for future models addressed to parents and minors.

Relevant conclusions to future models of positive parenting addressed to parents 

One of the common factors among all the participating parents and teachers around the different European countries is related to their relationship with children. Parents think they do not spend enough time with their children, as they devote many hours per day to work. So when they arrive at home they have to do other housework and often are not patient to pay attention properly to children. Due to this lack of time, most parents complain about the poor communication with their pupils; thus, they would like to improve it and talk more often and about more personal subjects with them.

In general, parents think the violence against children is a real problem in each participating country. Following this trend, most parents know someone who hits/maltreats their children, and they consider the main reasons that explain the use of corporal punishment as a raising method are: the lack of communicative skills, and the lack of appropriate tools to solve parenting problems. Moreover, they identify clearly the profile of parents more inclined to use violence against children.
Following this trend, parents are aware of corporal punishment against children is a wrong practice and of its harmful consequences to children in several features of their development: emotional, social and behavioural characteristics. 

In reference with the purposes and contents of the programmes and good practices addressed to parents the following issues should be highlighted:

1. Many programs addressed to parents could distinguish between parents of younger kids and of preadolescents or teenagers. Thus, the content would be more suitable to specific parents’ necessities. 
2. It would be necessary to include in parents’ initiatives contents aimed to remove and dispel subjects related to the use of some types or corporal punishment as a ‘traditional’ method of education. 
Relevant conclusions to future models of positive parenting addressed to children 

One of the common factors among all the participating children around the different European countries is related to their relationship with parents. Children consider they spend enough time with their parents, but they would like to improve the quality of this time doing and enjoying more activities together, as well as to talk with them more often and about more intimate things as problems and feelings. 

In general, children and especially preadolescents are aware of violence against children is a wrong practice as a parenting method. However, they think that corporal punishment (as spanking or slapping) is a useful and efficient way to make pupils do not misbehave. In this sense, minors in case of being hitting or maltreating at home think the best strategy to stop this situation is behaving better and respecting parents and their rules. 

In reference with the purposes and contents of the programmes and good practices addressed to minors the following issues should be highlighted:

1. The general initiatives addressed both to parents and to children have preventive and informative purposes, as many training programs for parents (aimed to acquire positive parenting skills and to improve and strength their relationship with their kids) and information and public awareness campaigns. One of this training programs (SW-P8-P-1) implies a more active participation of children, as it its purpose is strengthen the parenting relationship through several jointly activities.
2. Specifically, the initiatives addressed to minors are aimed to inform, advice, support, assist and protect children at risk or suffering maltreatment at home. 

· Just the Spanish initiative (SP-P2-P-2) is directed directly to inform minors about children’s rights and try to promote them through funny activities. 
· The programs with supporting purposes provide useful information and advice to children in need of orientation (as the initiatives PL-P3-P-1 and IT-P5-P-6). 
· It is important to assist children who have suffered maltreatment. In this sense, the Spanish initiative SP-P1-P-6 provides psychological assistance to maltreated kids. 

· Other suggested strategies are aimed to protect children in cases of child maltreatment or domestic violence; an example is the Italian program IT-P5-P-4.

In this way, it is important to remark that among the initiatives reported by partners there are few programs or good practices addressed direct and specifically to children; in the others, parents are also a relevant target group. That is a relevant gap, as children and teenagers are the most vulnerable target group, and it is necessary a wide range of initiatives aimed to prevent, train, inform, intervene and act addressed specifically to children and/or teenagers.

*  *  *
As a general conclusion, it could be affirmed that the projects are adequate and have the potential to respond to the main needs of the groups involved; especially in the case of parents. However, in the case of the initiatives addressed to children should be more specific for this target group and deal with more aspects of the phenomena of child maltreatment.
It has been detected that some aspects should be improved to tackle child maltreatment from a European perspective
· Initiatives should be flexible enough to address the necessities of the different target groups in different countries.
· The projects reported here addressed to children do not usually distinguish between younger kids (for example, from 0 to 10 years old) from preadolescents (from 11-12 years old). In this sense, there are many projects addressed to train parents, and it would be interesting to distinguish also parents of younger children and of preadolescents. 
· Most of the projects are focused on prevention and information about child maltreatment, and training parents in positive parenting methods. However, there is a lack of content about stopping violence against children. 
· The program’s and good practices’ research reveals the necessity of further initiatives addressed specifically to children aimed to prevent and stopping child maltreatment and acting in real cases. 

· In this sense, the target group’s research reveals the necessity of further initiatives with adequate information about children’s rights focused specially to minors.

· Moreover, the workshops with parents show that in several countries it is necessary to ‘remove’ certain obstacles related to the traditionally beliefs to educate children. Following this trend, it is also necessary parents consider children as peers, as people with their own rights; and it is very important that adults promote and safeguard those rights. 
In the next section a proposal of the characteristics that the new model of positive parenting should achieve is presented. 
4. Proposal for the new model of positive parenting
Positive parenting is based on parents’ behaviour based on the superior interest on children and characterized by the following features:

· Stable warm emotional ties for minors feel accepted and beloved. It means a constant strengthening of the familiar ties along the development, modifying the way of showing the affection according to the minor’s age. 
· Not violent education, excluding any form of corporal or psychological punishment; as these behaviours represent a violation of minor’s rights.

· Orientation, support and stimulation of children’s abilities. It means to take into account children’s characteristics and abilities to promote their learning (daily and at school), and to congratulate and reinforce their advances and successes. 
· Recognition of children as active individuals. It entails to consider viewpoints of the children with an active and responsible participation in the family’s decisions. 
· Establishment of boundaries and rules to promote children’s development. It is a method to promote a structured environment that provides a model, a guide and supervision aimed to minors learn rules and values. 
To promote this positive parenting model it is necessary both educational and informational strategies addressed to the main target groups: parents and children. 
The education is an issue fundamental for the new parenting model, so the project should be addressed not only to children and parents, but also to teachers. The educational institutions, the families and the individuals have a very important responsibility for preventing any kind of violent treatment in general, and especially against minors. For this reason, all these target groups have to be involved in the model. In this sense, the different visions, characteristics and needs of each group have to be taken into account.
It is very important that the contents and materials of the different initiatives addressed to children were adapted to their understanding ability and appropriated to their age. So, following this trend, it is important to develop the initiatives and materials taking into account, for example, two different age groups: 6-11 and 12-14 years old kids. 
In this sense, parents and teachers need contents and initiatives with general information and knowledge about positive parenting methods. However, it would be very useful to emphasize especially on that specific knowledge adapted to the age of their children (in the case of parents) and of their students (in the case of teachers).

To disseminate and implement the new parenting model it could be used the media, as TV or internet strategies. But, to reach a higher impact to children, parents and teachers, other kind of closer means could be employed; as for example through organizing workshops at schools or institutes, parents’, teachers’ or residents’ associations. In order to attract minors’ interest it is very important to develop initiatives adapted to their preferences, as they prefer entertainment activities.
Regarding to the purpose of the new model of positive parenting, it has to attempt different aims:

1. The model has to inform minors, parents and teachers about the problem of violence against children; making it able to recognize situations at risk.

2. The project should be an efficient tool to promote and spread children’s rights and other social values, with the aim of preventing situations of maltreatment.

3. It is important to offer strategies of intervention or inform about several tools to be used in case of maltreatment. 
In conclusion, a new model of positive parenting with European perspective should involve children, parents and teachers. The initiatives developed have to be adapted to the needs and characteristics of each target group. The new model should offer information about child maltreatment adapted to the groups, the diffusion of children’s rights, the prevention of this phenomena and a procedure for intervention at risk situations and in real cases of maltreatment.
ATTACHMENT 1: Classification Tables
	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE

	Law
	RO-P1-L-1
	Children
	Protection and promotion of child rights
	Prevention

Stop

	National plan
	RO-P1-L-2
	Children
	Implementation of the legislation in the field of child rights protection
	Prevention

Stop

	National strategy
	RO-P1-L-3
	Children
	National Strategy in the field of child rights protection
	Prevention

Stop

	Law
	RO-P1-L-4
	Family members
	Amending and supplementing certain provisions of the Criminal Code
	Prevention

Stop

	Law
	RO-P1-L-5
	Family members
	Prevention and combating domestic violence
	Prevention

Stop

Action in real cases

	Programme
	RO-P1-P-1
	Children or teenagers

Parents

Professionals
	Parenting education
	Information and awareness

	Good practice
	RO-P1-P-2
	Parents
	Parenting education
	Prevention

	Good practice
	RO-P1-P-3
	Children or teenagers

Parents

Professionals
	Family education
	Prevention

Information and awareness

	Good practice
	RO-P1-P-4
	Parents
	Parenting education
	Prevention

	Good practice
	RO-P1-P-5
	Parents

Professionals
	Non violent education techniques
	Prevention

Stop


	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE

	Law
	SP-P2-L-1
	Children and teenagers
	Children’s rights 
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	SP-P2-L-2
	Children or teenagers, parents (mothers victims of domestic violence)
	Domestic/parental violence
	Prevention, action in real cases

	Law
	SP-P2-L-3
	Children and teeangers, parents (mothers)
	Domestic/parental violence
	Action in real cases

	Law
	SP-P2-L-4
	Children and teenagers
	Children’s rights 
	Prevention, information and public awareness, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	SP-P2-L-5
	Children and teenagers
	Children’s rights
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	SP-P2-L-6
	Children and teenagers
	Children’s rights 
	Prevention, information and public awareness, 
stop

	Program
	SP-P1-P-1
	Professionals
	Corporal punishment, parental violence, other kind of violence against children, children’s rights
	Action in real cases

	Program
	SP-P1-P-2
	Children, and all citizens
	Children’s rights, children’s experiences
	Prevention, information and public awareness

	Good practice
	SP-P1-P-3
	All citizens
	Corporal punishment, parental violence, children’s rights
	Prevention, information and public awareness

	Good practice
	SP-P1-P-4
	All citizens
	Corporal punishment, parental violence, violence in other contexts, children’s rights, children’s experience
	Prevention, information and public awareness, other (promote researchs and programs)

	Program
	SP-P1-P-5
	Parents o legal tutors
	Parenting education 
	Prevention, training parents

	Program
	SP-P1-P-6
	Children and teenagers
	Corporal punishment, parental violence, children’s experience, psychological maltreatment
	Action in real cases, psychological intervention

	Program
	SP-P1-P-7
	Children and teeangers, parents, professionals, general public
	Corporal punishment, parental violence, violence in other contexts, children’s rights, children’s experiences
	Prevention, information, action in real cases


	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE

	Law
	PL-P3-L-1
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Domestic violence, violence in other context, corporal punishment, general rights 
	Stop, Action in real cases, prevention 

	Law
	PL-P3-L-2
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Domestic violence, violence in other context, corporal punishment, children’s rights
	Stop, Action in real cases, prevention

	Law
	PL-P3-L-3
	Children and family, professionals, other
	parental violence, corporal punishment, children’s rights, general rights
	Stop, action in real cases, other

	Law
	PL-P3-L-4
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, corporal punishment, children’s right
	Stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-5
	Children professionals, other
	Children’s rights
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-6
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s right, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-7
	Children and family
	Parental violence, children’s rights
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-8
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-9
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-10
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, corporal punishment, violence against children in other context
	Prevention, stop, other

	Law
	PL-P3-L-11
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Children’s rights
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-12
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, corporal punishment, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-13
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, general rights, violence against children in other context, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-14
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, violence against children in other context, children’s rights, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-15
	Children, professionals, other
	violence against children in other context, children’s rights, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-16
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, general rights
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Law
	PL-P3-L-17
	Children and family, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, general rights, violence against children in other context
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-1
	Children, parents
	Parental violence, violence against children in other context, children’s rights, other, corporal punishment
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases, other

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-2
	Parents, professionals, other
	Parental violence, corporal punishment, children’s rights
	Prevention, information for public awareness

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-3
	Children, parents, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, other, corporal punishment
	Prevention, information for public awareness, stop, action in real cases

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-4
	Children, parents, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, other, corporal punishment
	Prevention, information for public awareness, stop, action in real cases

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-5
	Children, parents, professionals, other
	Parental violence, children’s rights, other, corporal punishment
	Prevention, information for public awareness, stop, action in real cases

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-6
	Children
	Parental violence, violence against children in other context, corporal punishment, general rights, children’s right
	Prevention, information for public awareness, stop, action in real cases

	Programme
	PL-P3-P-7
	Children
	Parental violence, corporal punishment, children’s rights, other
	Prevention, stop, action in real cases


	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE

	Law
	LV-P4-L-1

	Children; Parents; Professionals
	Parental violence;

Violence against children in other context (school or other); Corporal punishment; Children’s rights


	Prevention;

Information and public awareness;

Stop;

Action in real cases



	Law
	LV-P4-L-2
	Children
	Parental violence;

Violence against children in other context (school or other);

Corporal punishment


	Stop

	Law
	LV-P4-L-3
	Professionals
	Children rights; General rights; Procedural rights
	Action in real cases

	Law
	LV-P4-L-4
	Children; Parents; Professionals
	Parental violence; Violence against children in other context (school or other); Corporal punishment


	Stop

	Law
	LV-P4-L-5
	Professionals
	Parental violence;

Violence against children in other context (school or other);

Corporal punishment;

Other (victim’s rehabilitation)


	Action in real cases

	Law
	LV-P4-L-6
	Children; Parents
	Parental violence; Corporal punishment; Children’s rights
	Prevention; Action in real cases

	Program
	LV-P4-P-1
	Parents
	Corporal punishment
	Prevention; Information about good parenting principles

	Program
	LV-P4-P-2
	Children or teenagers; Parents
	Corporal punishment; Parental violence
	Prevention; Stop; Information and awareness; Support system



	Good practice
	LV-P4-G-1
	Parents; Professionals; All Latvian society.
	Corporal punishment; Parental violence; Violence against children in other context (school or other);

Children’s rights


	Prevention, information and awareness; Stop

	Program
	LV-P4-P-3
	Children
	Corporal punishment; Parental violence
	Prevention; Action in real cases; Create voluntary activity system 

	Good practice
	LV-P4-G-2
	Professionals
	Parental violence
	Information and awareness

	Good practice
	LV-P4-G-3
	Parents
	Corporal punishment; Parental violence
	Prevention; Information awareness


	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE

	Law
	IT-P5-L-1
	All Citizens
	Italian People Rights and Duties
	Safeguard and prevention

	Law 
	IT-P5-L-2
	Childness
	Children Rights
	Recognition and Safeguard Childness Rights

	Law
	IT-P5-L-3
	All Citizens
	Children Rights
	Dissemination and promotion of Children rights and opportunities

	Law 
	IT-P5-L-4
	Childness Safeguard Autority 
	Operational guidelines on foster care
	action in cases of serious hardship actual child

	Law
	IT-P5-L-5

	National Criminal Law for all People
	Crime identification on  Child Abuse
	Crime Interdiction , Stop

	Law
	IT-P5-L-6
	Young generation
	Policies for Young generations
	Citizens Awareness 

	Law
	IT-P5-L-7
	All Citizens , sexual Child abused
	Identification  sexual Child Crime 
	Stop

	Law 
	IT-P5-L-8
	Family Relations Abused
	Measures in Family Crime 
	Stop and actions

	Program
	IT-P5-P-1
	Children and teenagers
	Measures in cases of child abuse
	Action in real cases

	Program
	IT-P5-P-2
	Public authorities
	Children’s rights
	Prevention and action in real cases

	Program
	IT-P5-P-3
	Children and teenagers
	Telephone line
	Prevention and action in real cases

	Program
	IT-P5-P-4
	Children and teenagers
	Tool for professionals
	Stop and action in real cases

	Program
	IT-P5-P-5
	Parents 
	Courses for parents
	Prevention and support families

	Program
	IT-P5-P-6
	Children, teenagers, parents and professionals
	Tool for professionals
	Stop and action in real cases


	INITIATIVE
	NAME
	TARGET
	CONTENT
	PURPOSE

	Law 
	SW-P8-L-1
	Children and parents
	Childrens rights, parents obligations and rights
	Bann, stop and prevent

	Law 
	SW-P8-L-2
	All swedish citizens (15 years old or more)
	On crimes and sancions fro crime
	Bann, stop, prevent and punishment

	Law
	SW-P8-L-3
	Everyone living in Sweden
	Combat discrimination and in other ways proequal rights in every possible way
	Bann, stop and prevent

	Law 
	SW-P8-L-4
	0-19 years old children 
	To provide a foundation of knowledge, choise and security in all forms of education and other topics covered by the Education Act
	Prvent, stop and bann

	Law 
	SW-P8-L-5
	0-19 years old children and parents 
	If children are abused  or maltreated at home and the parents can not give them proper support.  they can, against the  parents approval, be  treated in foster-care or some institution
	Prevention, support and advice  but also a binding law that allows society to take over responsibility for children when parents are not capable to

	Law
	SW-P8-L-6
	Everyone living in Sweden
	The Ombudsman shall work to ensure that discrimination does not occur in any areas of the life or society 
	Prevent, advise and support

	Program 
	SW-P8-P-1
	Chldren and parents
	Can be used an an approach in all work with people: children, adults, families, elderly people
	Prevent, advise and support

	Program 
	SW-P8-P-2
	Children, parents and professionals
	Cope was originally made for parents whose had children with anger management problems. The program is to provide parents  with tools to understand and manage their children’ps behaviour
	Prevention, stop and action in real cases

	Program 
	SW-P8-P-3
	Parents, children, teachers
	The program is designed to promote emotional and social competence and to prevent, reduce and treat aggression and emotional problems in young children
	Prevention, information and public awareness, and action in real cases

	Program 
	SW-P8-P-4
	Children, teeangers, parents, professionals and others
	It is a training program aimd at parents with aggressive and hyperactive children (3-9 years old). 
	Prevention, advise and support

	Program 
	SW-P8-P-5
	Children, teeangers, parents, professionals and others
	The program offers to parents ad other careers of children practical tools for dealing with the daily challengeso child rearing and to familiarize them wth the basic principles of solution focused in psychology methods
	Prevention, information and public awareness, and action in real cases


ATTACHMENT 2: Collector Questionnaires
Romania 
Partner information

1. Partner name: Romanian Society for Lifelong Learning (SREP)

2. Country: Romania 

3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: 08.04.2011

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Mrs. Silvia Nedelciuc
5. Name of any other assistant: Mr. Timu Constantin
6. Code of the reference group: RO-P1-P-W1
Socio-demographic data:

7. Target group:

a. Children.

b. Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 

8. Number of members of the reference group: 15
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 38 years old
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 57 years old 

11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 32 years old 

12. Gender average: Female
13. Name of the group/associations: Teachers from the “Colonel C. Langa” school from Iasi and from “Alexandu Vlahuta” highschool from Iasi.  
The workshop with parents and teachers was held on the 8th April 2011 in Iasi gathering 15 participants. They were given the research questionnaire and asked to fill it in anonymously. 

At the workshop 10 parents and 5 teachers participated. 14 participants out of the total 15 have children. Teachers have children aged over 14 years old (15-34 years old). The average age of the other participants’ children was 13 years old. Most of the participants are employed and married. 
Detailed information

14. Relationship between parents and children.

The questionnaires filled in by the participants revealed that parents
 are aware of the fact that nowadays is difficult to spend more time with their children as time is short. 67% of the respondents believed that there is not enough time to spend with their children and that this affect in a certain measure their relationship. Some of the reasons identified as problematic were time pressuring, working full time, special interest in the professional life, low living standards, personal problems and stress. 

Besides these setbacks, parents strongly identify that some of their positive points in their relations with their children are the communication they build on. The main topics of discussion are the children’s activities throughout the entire day including special attention to school matters. Other topics concentrate on their problems if any and how they can be solved. Many parents pointed out the fact that they do not stress the need to talk to their children about feelings and emotional problems. Nonetheless parents concentrate more on building on a parent-child relationship based on friendship. 

All the discussions between parents and children are time limited so many of them focus only the important issues such as present problems and may overlook some aspects of big importance. 

Regarding the rules and limits set between parents and their children, most of the parents considered that these rules are necessary in order to improve the relationship between them. Obeying rules would give the due respect of the children towards their parents and elders. This was the general opinion of the parents questioned. Some of the parents do not use rules in order to discipline their children as they are let to make a choice on their own. But on the other side, rules and limits are seen as good in order to impose more respect and discipline, not letting them out of control. 
15. Most common problems in parenting

As identified earlier, time is one of the main problems that parents have and this is caused mainly by working full time of both parents drawn also from the need of financial resources for the family. 

The common problems that were chosen by the parents were: spending much time in front of the TV, computer and playing games. As well other problems were identified such as disorganization, behaviour problems, problems related to their eating and lack of interest towards school activities. These issues were identified as being setbacks in the relationship between parents and their children. 

Parents specified that other problems that occur in parenting are the lack of respect, lack of communication, the conflict between generations, lack of responsibility of children, the cold relationship between mother and father, lying, stubbornness, need of being independent, lack of models to follow, disobeying rules and financial problems. One of the most importance problems was considered the parent’s incapacity to build a strong and trustworthy relationship with their children. 
16. Tenser situations at home
The tensed situations that are created in a home are occurred mainly because of the lack of communication between parents and children that often lead to quarrels. Because of the frivolous communication, children will not obey the rules set and misbehave thus resulting in tensed situations. Another main problem that leads to this kind of situations is the lack of financial resources that lead to inappropriate education of the children. 
Other tensed situations at home are also due to the cold relationship between spouses that affect the proper education of their children. In case of use of violence, children are as well subject to maltreatment. 

The respondents believe that these situations occur when misunderstandings are in the middle and when parents do not develop a friendship relation with their children. 
17. Most common solutions to parenting problems.
The common solutions identified by the parents are according to the problems that occur. Firstly parents were asked to identify the problems in parenting that may occur and tensed situations that sometime happen. As a response to these problems, parents gave some solutions: to try to build a strong relationship between children and parents based on friendship and trust. 
The best ways to solve problems is to have an amiably discussion with their children and focus on the main issues taking into account their feelings and behaviour. A method to avoid getting in different problems is to offer more attention to them in order to understand better their way of thinking and the impact that things have on them. 

One important aspect that some of the parents mentioned are the need of their children to attend to psychology classes or sessions organized in their schools that would help them find a support outside of their family environment. 

As other attitudes towards children were mentioned: trust, patience, calm and a productive communication. 
18. Perception of violence against children. 
In the view of the questioned parents, violence is a term used to describe a form of abuse that they have never used. As violence actions they identified were beatings, screaming, neglect. 
They consider that the line between violence and punishment is very thin and sometimes parents could not make a difference in some contexts. This is why some parents had difficulties as well to say what is punishment and what is violence as both of them are considered negative. 

Violence is seen as a bad thing as implies beating, different types of abuses that happen mostly at school or by unknown people or friends in different contexts. Some of the parents believe that violence can happen at home as well. 

Forms of violence that are identified and considered that need to be avoided are hitting and screaming. 
19. Perception of corporal punishment
The parents believe that punishment is used often as a form of education and to promote positive behaviours. Some types of punishment were mentioned: a slap, forbid playing games and things that they like, a cold behaviour of the parent towards the child, quarrelling. 
Punishment is not seen as a form of violence as it is needed sometimes in order to show the children that they should not misbehave and to make them obey certain rules. 

In their opinion the most known types of punishment is forbidding activities that they like, physical punishments and labelling. A form of punishment is also forcing children to do something that they do not like to do. The border is quite thin as constraints sometimes are needed for the well being of the children, but some other constraints have bad impact on them.
20.  Experiences of violence. 
All parents believed that violence represents a real problem in Romania. They consider that mass media is focusing too much on violence cases. Because of the lack of education and poverty, many of the children are left alone, abandoned and inhibited. 
It is the real truth that beating is coming from heaven and it is considered to be normal. It is the traditional method to educate in the family and in the Romanian school, one of the respondents commented. The conclusion of some parents was that there is no education of the parents in this sense. 

Parents believe that not much they can do when talking to parents that use violence with their children because it is very difficult to change their behaviour but nonetheless the advice given are to try to punish the children differently and to find time to relate to their children. 

The respondents think that some parents use violence because parents are under stressed, work related problems, less time to build a proper relationship with their children. On the other hand it is believed some other parents use violence as they believe that is the best way to offer a proper education, to make the children scared of the parents and to punish children for their misbehaving. 

The types of parents that use violence are described by the respondents as it follows: uneducated parents that lack skills and think that education is only done by force; alcohol problems; drug problems; disorganized parents; victims of violence themselves; coming from the country side; authoritative parents; violent persons and with mental problems. 
21. Consequences of violence against children
The consequences that the respondents mentioned were:
· Intimidation of the child

· Future beatings offered by him/her  to others

· Hate towards parents

· Running away from home

· Shyness

· They will not be successful in what they want to achieve 

· Difficult to reintegrate in the collectivity/ society 

· Illness, self closing 

· Violence against friends, classmates

· Violent people 

· Depersonalization 

· Victimizing themselves

· Violent behaviors

· Frustrations 

· Emotional devalorisation 

· Violence breads violence
22. Solutions and advices against violence
As solutions described by the respondents was the importance to meet the need of parental education in how to raise their children by creating a safe environment at home. In order to do so parents have to gain parenting skills and to be brought to their attention the negative impact that violence have on their children. 
The respondents believe that more initiatives are to be done in order to improve the problem of violence against children. The most mentioned ones were training for parents and more interest offered by school. 
* * *

Partner information

1. Partner name: Save the Children
2. Country: RO-Romania
3. Data and place: the reference group meeting has taken place 30.03.2011- Craiova- Dolj 27.03.2011 –Craiova-Dolj
4. 4. Name of the leader ofthe reference group meeting: Dudau Victor
5. Name of any other assistant: Maciuca  Claudia 

6. Code of The reference group: RO-P7-P-W2
Socio- demographic  data

7. Target group
b. Parents/legal tutors or teachers
8. Number of members of the reference group: 20
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 39 years
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 56 years
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 32 years
12. Gender average: 1 male and 19 females
13. Name of the group/associations: Parent’s/teachers group-some participants are teachers, others are people who work. They do not represent any organization.
Detailed information
14. Relationship between parents and children

The parents do not spend enough time with their children, and they think that is a problem. They rarely find time to play for them or for walking. They think it is most important to supervise child at homework.

Parents are concerned about children and talk about the group of friends at school and about possible joint activities undertaken by children in these groups.

There are also mentioned discussions on certain rules of behavior at school and in society.

Mothers talk more with their children and spend more time with children. Parents say they do not spend enough time with their children due to busy schedule on the job when they are with children, primarily to help school homework and discuss everything about the work performed by children at school. No discussion deals only tangentially related to children's feelings, being more concerned about their physical health. There's a problem parents that their children do not talk about feelings, but justifies this by the fact that they   do not have the time for their children.

15. Most common problems in parenting

Parents believe that problems in the relationship with their children, primarily when they show no interest in school work, do not have good behavior and when they refuse to do homework.

After school activity issues, highlights problem is related to non-sleeping hours or excessive use of computer or TV.

Parents believe that the main problems in the relationship with their children due to lack of communication, busy schedule and lack of spare time job that would have spent in the company of their children. Also refusing to do homework or go to school are specified as the main issues that evoke anger parents.

16. Tenser situations at home

They are most often caused lack of interest shown by school children to work against a reduced time spent with parents. The time spent together parents want to help their children with homework and when they refused because they would otherwise spend time with parents, the latter gets angry and is a tense situation.

I also stated tense situations that arise amid disagreements between parents, conflicts or tensions developed before the eyes of children exhibit behaviors that occur when parents disapproved of, such as refusing to go to bed on time or watching too much television.

Conflict situation may involve the family and children. When parents argue, it is family tension and the child is bullied sometimes without intention.

17. Most common solutions to parenting problems

Parents see a solution to overcome the communication problems that arise between them and children.

I also believe that more time spent together would help to know their child better and understand what you feel and behave in a certain way in certain situations.

Parents believe it is important to impose rules based on which children to reward a particular behavior or punishing conduct when appropriate.

Punishment is seen by many parents as a solution to solve the problems they have with their children.

A sanction undesirable behavior through punishment leads to straightening mistake and the rules we make for desirable behavior. Among the penalties are set forth prohibition of activities that children enjoy them for a certain period of time. Also stated as behavioral modeling methods for rewarding desirable behavior, but also increase the understanding of the parents towards their children, educating patience and finding personal ways of defusing the tense situation.

18. Perception of violence against children

According to which the general perception is that most parents are inclined to violence with a low educational level, alcohol or drugs but also those with an extremely precarious financial situation.

The violent behavior of parents may also be a consequence of trauma suffered in childhood, when it was probably the victim of abuse or violent events.

The working group of parents also perceive violence as more frequent in divided families where no parent models to follow .Violence against children is primarily a consequence of lack of education among parents, unfortunately there is still the phrase ”beating is torn from heaven”.

Parents surveyed do not see violence as a normal practice but recognize that sometimes lose their temper.

19. Perception of corporal punishment

They are equally disapproved of children and parents surveyed. They are seen as having negative consequences on children's emotional development can be severe and can lead to and perpetuate dezadaptare violent behavior patterns. A violent adult is a beaten child.

Workshop participants did not agree physical punishment and say that they do not beat children.

20. Experiences of violence 

Participating parents were sometimes violent events witnessed on the street but do not know explicit examples of violent acts.

21. Solutions and advices against violence

1. A greater interest manifested in violence against schools (counseling, training information for students)

2. Training for parents to teach them to manage their anger and violent behavior to counteract

3. Legislative initiatives, tougher laws for those who commit violent acts against children.

4. Promoting positive parenting models of ethical issues not only of violent behavior

5. A better cooperation between all states controlled institutions involved in educating children

6. Advice and counseling for aggressive parents 
* * *

Partner information

1. Partner name: Romanian Society for Lifelong Learning – SREP
2. Country: Romania 
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: 8th April 2011 
4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Mrs. Codreanu Ioana
5. Name of any other assistant: Mr. Timu Constantin
6. Code of the reference group: RO-P1-C-W1 
Socio-demographic data

7. Target group:

c. Children. √

d. Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 

8. Number of members of the reference group: 15 

9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 11 – 13 years old 

10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 13
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 8 
12. Gender average: 7 boys and 8 girls 

13. Name of the group/associations: The children who took part in the reference group came from the “Alexandru Vlahuta” highschool in Iasi and “Costache Negruzzi” highschool in Iasi.  
Detailed information

14. Relationship between parents and children. 

The interviewed children had different answers in terms of how much time they spend with their parents. Few of them admitted they spend very short time (3 answers), others said that they spend less time during the week and more time at weekends (2 answers), while the majority (10 answers) said they spend all their free time after with parents. It is interesting to notice that in the case of the later children who answered that they spend all their free time with the parents, they associated spending time with the actual time when parents are at home (physically), after they come back from work. They do not use the term of “spending time” in the sense of doing activities together. 

The most common activities children do with parents are: playing different games, watching TV, going out, talking about school, doing housework. 
The most common discussions subject between children and parents are school issues and marks/grades. Most of the children answered that, in general, they discuss their problems with the parents, but they were not able to mention concrete things (just “issues”, “things”, “problems”). It is interesting to notice that most of the children said they are the ones initiating the discussions with their parents most of the times, while the parents just “ask them questions” about school, what they did during the day, etc. 

All the children said they find it most difficult to discuss about bad marks with their parents, as well as fights they have with their mates. They are afraid to tell them about bad marks because the parents scold them. 

When asked about rules they find useful, the children mentioned: time to arrive home, time to go to bed, time allowed to spend at the computer and to play games, talking to strangers, washing the hands when eating, etc. It is interesting to notice that 3 of the children said they had no rules imposed by their parents. 

15. Most common problems in parenting. 

When asked about the reasons why their parents get angry on them most of the time, all the children mentioned as first thing the fact that they don’t do their homework or they get bad marks. 

The second thing they mentioned was “when children do not want to go to school”. 

They also mentioned that the parents get angry with them when they fight with their brother/sister, when they do not clean their room, when do not eat everything or when they want to watch TV or stay at the computer more than they are allowed. 

16. Tenser situations at home. 

The situations that cause most tension in the homes are, in the opinion of the interviewed children:

· when they do not do their homework; 

· when they do not want to go to school;

· when they do not listen to the parents; 

· when they fight with their brothers/sisters;

· when they say bad words to their parents;

· when they get bad marks;

· when they lie to their parents;

17. Most common solutions to parenting problems. 

The children enjoyed very much the two hypothetical situations that were presented (Nicolas breaking the lamp and Sara stealing money from her mother’s purse to buy the cinema ticket). 

The examples made the children open up and say their opinions, without being constrained that they have to talk about themselves or what happens to them at home. 

When they were asked what parents should do in such situations, all the interviewed children said the parents should punish the children when they do such bad things. They even gave examples of punishments such as not allowing the children to go out to play for a period of time, not giving them any pocket money for a month or two, not allowing them to watch TV, etc. 
When asked what parents (among people they know) usually do in such situations, the majority of the children said parents would beat their children if they did those things (e.g. breaking the lamp, stealing money). They also mentioned that when they scold them, parents usually use bad words that offend the children very much. 

They were also asked to mention examples of punishments the parents of Sara and Nicolas (from the two given examples) could have given to them. Their answers varied from:

· scolding;

· forbidding to watch TV or play the computer;

· forbidding them to get out of the house to play;

· not to give them pocket money; 

· to forbid them to use the phone, MP3 player, etc.; 
When asked about the punishments they hate most, the interviewed children mentioned:

· not being allowed to watch TV or play the computer (including to use the computer and use the Internet);

· not being allowed to get out;

· not being allowed to use their mobile phone; 
18. Perception of violence against children. 

The majority of the children said the parents were wrong in using violence against the two children, Sara and Nicolas. 

It is interesting to remark that those children who stated violence should not be used against children were very virulent in their answers and attitudes. 

On the other hand, there were few children who said it was ok for the parents to use violence against the children and that this is for the further benefit of children.  

It is interesting to notice that the majority of the children taking part in the reference group refer to violence mainly as corporal/physical violence (e.g. none of them mentioned verbal violence in the discussions). 
19. Perception of corporal punishment

As stated above, the majority of the participating children associate violence with corporal punishment. 

While few children thought that it is ok to receive corporal punishment when they did a bad thing, the majority of them were strongly against corporal punishments. 

When asked about how they would feel instead of the children who were beaten in the examples (Sara and Nicolas), they used strong words as awful, furious, angry, humiliated, very bad, etc. 
20.  Experiences of violence.  

When asked if they know children who are maltreated or beaten, 8 children answered that they know such situations. Their examples varied from children who are severely beaten at home by their parents, children who are beaten by a certain teacher (e.g. slapped by the teacher – 2 examples), children beaten by their friends in the courtyard. 
When asked if they would tell anyone if it happened to them to be beaten, the majority of the children (11 children) answered yes, they would tell either to their parents (e.g. if they were beaten by teachers/friends), either to their grandparents or friends (e.g. if they were beaten by parents). 

4 children answered they would not tell anyone if they were beaten as they would feel ashamed of that. 

21. Consequences of violence against children 

When asked about if there is someone who could stop the parents from beating their children or where they could complain if their parents or other people beat them, 6 of the children of the reference group (15 in total) answered “I don’t know”. 

Complaining to the police or to other institutions in charge of child protection was the second answer in case of the children participating to the research (3 children mentioned “police” and other 2 mentioned “child protection institution”). 

Other answers were “grandparents, other family members” (3 answers), teachers (1 answer), psychologist (1 answer), organisations that help children who are maltreated (1 answer). 
In order not to influence their answers and to find points of view from each child, the workshop facilitator asked the children to write their answers on a paper and then to discuss them. 
22. Solutions and advices against violence  
When asked what children could do to avoid that parents beat them, the big majority of the participants (13 out of 15) answered that children should behave better, talk respectfully to their parents, help them with housework, follow their parents advice/requests. 

We could interpret these results that the children think they are beaten because they fail to do the above things (e.g. behave properly), therefore they think that parents are somehow right in using violence towards them (because they did something wrong). 

In the same spirit, when asked what advice they would give to another child that was beaten/ maltreated, the majority of the children participating to the reference group said they would advise the beaten child to behave better next time, to apologize to their parents, etc. 

Only 2 children said they would advise an abused child to go and talk with the police or with social workers (from the child protection department).

Other 2 children would advise an abused child to try to discuss the problem with his/her parents or other family members. 

* * *
Partner information

1. Partner name- Save the children
2. Country- RO-Romania
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place 24.03.2011- Craiova- Dolj and 27.03.2011–Craiova-Dolj

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting- Dudau Victor
5. Name of any other assistant– Maciuca Claudia 

6. Code of the reference group- RO-P7-C-W1
Socio- demographic  data

7. Target grup

a. Children
8. Number of members of the reference  group: 16
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 9,8 years

10. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 7 years
11. Gender average: 10 male and 6 female
12. Number of  members: 16
13. Name of the group/associations: The children are members at schools. They are students, they learn in different schools in Craiova.
Detailed information
14. Relationship between parents and children

From the perspective of children, they spend several hours in the company of their parents after their return from job in evening and weekend. Usually spend more time with mother and discuss that further. The most common ways of spending time with parents are the homework, and school tasks, and then performing together with the character of household activities and less playful nature walks or activities being performed more frequently they shall charge for the weekend.
The most difficult issue to discuss with parents one is serving a bad note or the default themes for the school. Parents say they do not spend enough time with their children due to busy schedule on the job when they are with children, primarily to help school homework and discuss everything about the work performed by children at school. No discussion deals only tangentially related to children's feelings, being more concerned about their physical health. There's a problem parents that their children do not talk about feelings, but justifies this by the fact that they   do not have the time for their children.

Children believe that parents do not communicate with them sufficient. They would like to hear more often, understood and helped when they have problems children think that the parents do not have time to communicate with them because they are too busy with his job.

15. Most common problems in parenting

Problems arise in parent-child relationship in close touch with school.
Children perceive that there is a problem that upsets them, especially when parents do not do their homework on time or refuse to go to school. The first problem is mentioned in almost all children participating in workshop, they are followed by the refusal of children to make their order in the room or the desire to make more use of computer or TV, then places the latter are mentioned issues related to feeding behavior or sleep.

Also refusing to do homework or go to school is specified as the main issues that evoke anger parents.

Children think their parents are angry when they do their homework, do not order in their room, sometimes can be slapped for this.

16. Tenser  situations  at  home

They are most often caused lack of interest shown by school children to work against a reduced time spent with parents. The time spent together parents want to help their children with homework and when they refused because they would otherwise spend time with parents, the latter gets angry and is a tense situation.

Children believe that the tense situation at home, are caused by lack of time’ parents, the fact that they come home late and tired and and then they can become aggressive.

The tired parents do not communicate and they can verbally abused children. They become fearful and sensitive.

17. Most common solutions to parenting problems

Children believe that a solution to problems that arise between them and parents a better tolerance and understanding from parents and understand if they  wrong to be punished only if they explain what they are wrong.

Children disapprove total corporal punishment and I think of them is frustrating enjoyable activities, and prefer communication and the company of adults in playful activities with not only teaching character.

Children are more receptive when they are listening, so communication can be a solution.

A sanction undesirable behavior through punishment leads to straightening mistake and the rules we make for desirable behavior. Among the penalties are set forth prohibition of activities that children enjoy them for a certain period of time. Also stated as behavioral modeling methods for rewarding desirable behavior, but also increase the understanding of the parents towards their children, educating patience and finding personal ways of defusing the tense situation.

Children will not be punished, will explain when you are wrong and they want parents calm and understanding.

18. Perception of violence against children

Children see when their parents are angry. From anger to verbal aggression is but one step. They understand that and are afraid when they see parents screaming. When parents can drop them screaming in the middle and can become victims. They know that an angry parent can pour their anger on him. They feel it and retire to avoid being harassed.
19. Perception of corporal punishment

They are equally disapproved of children and parents surveyed. They are seen as having negative consequences on children's emotional development can be severe and can lead to and perpetuate dezadaptare violent behavior patterns. Consequences in the further development of children. A  violent  adult  is  a  beaten  child.

Children surveyed do not see corporal punishment as a common practice.   They   have too rarely in such a situation, and have not been beaten by parents, sometimes were harassed at school or on the street.

20. Experiences of violence 

Physical violence-beat - in school, Children say that they happened to be agress in school sometimes by older pupils.

Spanking- in school

21. Solutions and advices against violence

1. A greater interest manifested in violence against schools (counseling, training information for students)

2. Training for parents to teach them to manage their anger and violent behavior to counteract

3. Legislative initiatives, tougher laws for those who commit violent acts against children.

4. Promoting positive parenting models of ethical issues not only of violent behavior

5. A better cooperation between all states controlled institutions involved in educating children

6. Advice and counseling for aggressive parents 

Spain 

Partner information

1. Partner name: Polibienestar
2. Country: Spain
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: April and May, 2011
4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Mrs. Choni Doñate
5. Name of any other assistant: 
6. Code of the reference group: SP-P2-P-W1 
Socio-demographic data
7. Target group:

e. Children. 

f. Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 
8. Number of members of the reference group: 11
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 45,7 years
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 52 years old
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 41 years old
12. Gender average: 4 men and 7 women
13. Name of the group/associations: The teachers who took part in the reference group came from Marti Sorolla I School and Marti Sorolla II Institute 
Detailed information

14. Relationship between parents and children. 
Most of the respondents consider parents do not spent enough time with their children, as mainly they work many hours per day, and when they arrive home they have to do several housework. 

All the parents but one said they talk enough with their children and about many different things: school issues, homework, friends, hobbies, problems, worries and feelings. It is very important that the relationship between both parents and children was sincere to talk about problematic subjects naturally. The communication between parents and preadolescents is more than difficult than with younger children, as they usually do not want to talk about their personal problems and feelings. 

Regarding the rules and limits, all the parents consider they are very necessary in order to improve the relationship between them and children. The rules regulate the wrong and right behaviours, and it is important that these rules and boundaries are clear, stable and some of them consensus. 

15. Most common problems in parenting. 
Respondents think the most common daily problems in parenting are related to: disorganization, sibling conflicts, spent many time watching TV or using videogames or internet and problems related to eating. 

16. Tenser situations at home. 

Parents think the main problem between them and their children nowadays is the lack of communication and understanding. In this sense, there are difficult situations at home due to children do not carry out parent’s rules. If there is not a good relationship between both, usually children lose respect for their parents. 

17. Most common solutions to parenting problems. 

The common solutions identified by parents are mainly a good, sincere, kindly and respectful communication between parents and children. In this sense, it is very important that both try to be empathetic and to reach an agreement. Other kind of solutions is related too to the positive attitude: be patient, employ positive reinforcements, and verbal reinforcements to congratulate for a success.

Parents consider the more efficient punishments are short-term imposed and proportional to the wrong behaviour carried out by the child. Respondents think the most common methods to punish children are through forbidding activities they enjoy (watching TV, using internet, playing videogames, going to the cinema, etc.).
18. Perception of violence against children. 

Most of the participants consider in Spain is frequent to find cases of child maltreatment at homes (10 answers), and 3 parents think also at schools. 

Respondents believe the parents more inclined to violence against children are those with the following characteristics: living in the poorer areas, with lack of education, with some addiction (alcohol and/or drugs), with serious economic problems and stress, with emotional disorders, with history of violence in their own childhood, etc. 
19. Perception of corporal punishment

They consider that the line between violence and punishment is very clear, thus all the parents consider using a physical and/or a psychical punishment is a kind of violence. It is very important that the punishment was clear, appropriate, proportionate and aimed to reach a good objective or good behaviour. So, any punishment with physical, psychological or verbal aggression or humiliating is clearly violence against children. Just one participant said that spanking slightly a child could be a good method to punish him/her and it is should not be considered as violence. 

20. Experiences of violence.  

More than half of the parents believe violence against children is a real problem in Spain.  Six participants know someone who hits or maltreats their children. They think the main reasons those parents have to use the violence against their children are characterized by being unable to control their nerves and unable to cope their problems; lack of education and culture; being incompetence to educate appropriately their pupils; with personal history of violence; with emotional problems or any addiction (alcohol and/or drugs).
21. Consequences of violence against children 
Parents mentioned the following immediate consequences of hitting or maltreating children:

· Behavioural problems.

· Low self-esteem.

· Emotional instability.

· Unhappiness

· Fear.

· Hitting peers.

· Poor self-control.

And the following long-term consequences:

· Future violent and aggressive person.

· Personality problems.

· Psychological disorders.

· Violence to solve problems.

· Violence against their own children.

22. Solutions and advices against violence  
If respondent know someone who hit or maltreat their children, they advice them:

· To reflect about themselves and about consequences among children.

· To receive professional assistance.

· To be more patient and empathic with children.

· To dialogue more with children.
The parents believe that it is needed more initiatives in order to improve the problem of violence against children. The most mentioned ones were training for parents in parenting skills or positive parenting methods, and more interest offered by school. 
* * *
Partner information

1. Partner name: Polibienestar
2. Country: Spain
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: April and May, 2011
4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Mrs. Choni Doñate
5. Name of any other assistant: 

6. Code of the reference group: SP-P2-C-W1 
Socio-demographic data
7. Target group:

g. Children. 

h. Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 

8. Number of members of the reference group: 10
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 11 years
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 14
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 9
12. Gender average: 3 girls and 7 boys
13. Name of the group/associations: The children who took part in the reference group came from Marti Sorolla I School and Marti Sorolla II Institute 
Detailed information

14. Relationship between parents and children. 
Most of the children consider they spent enough time with their parents. During the week they spend more time with their mothers, as fathers usually arrive at home later. Younger kids spent almost all time with their parents at weekends; and preadolescents prefer to stay with their friends in their free time. There were 3 children of separated parents, and in these cases, they said they spend enough time with both fathers and mothers. 

The most common activities children do with parents are mainly related to school homework, watching TV, playing with videogames, going for a walk and talking about several subjects (school, free time, friends, etc.). It is important to say that children use to talk about different matters with mothers than with parents: with mothers talk more about problems and personal situations; and with fathers talk about school, sports or computers. Normally, children do not embarrass them to talk about their problems or feelings, although they find most difficult to discuss about bad marks at school or about relations with peers.
Children find useful rules related to the following issues: studying or doing homework, helping in domestic chores, establishing times to playing videogames or using internet, etc.

15. Most common problems in parenting. 

Children think the most common problems in parenting are related to the disobedience of parents’ rules (as do not carry out their school tasks, spent so many time with videogames or in internet) and arguing with their brother/s or sister/s.

16. Tenser situations at home. 

Children consider that the situations that cause most tension at home are when kids do not want to do their homework, when they disobey parents’ rules and when they argue with brothers or sisters. 
17. Most common solutions to parenting problems. 

Children consider the most common parents’ solution to problems at home is the punishment, and the different methods they use are mainly related to forbid activities that children enjoy, as going out with friends, playing videogames or using internet. 

When kids heard the story about Nicolas/Sara most of them said that parents usually react punishing him/her through forbidding some activity. The interviewed preadolescents say that parents should also talk to Sara/Nicolas to explain which the rules at home are.
Children consider that punishment is the most common solution used by parents when there are problems at home. But, maybe, other kind of more authoritative parents could react shouting and biting their kids.  
18. Perception of violence against children. 

All the interviewed children think that spanking or slapping are considered violence against children, so parents should not use these methods to punish kids. 

19. Perception of corporal punishment

Most of the children consider the corporal punishment to children is not justified for several reasons:

· It is maltreatment and not a punishment

· Another kind of punishment and talking with the child is enough

· Children could learn a wrong behavioural model 

· Children feel fear and not respect towards their parent.
However, as stated above, all the participating children associate corporal punishment with violence, most of them consider that a slight corporal punishment, as spanking or slapping, is a good method to punish kids when they misbehave.
20. Experiences of violence.  

When asked if they know children who are maltreated or beaten, just 2 children answered that they know such situations, and both cases occurred at school. The rest of children do not know anyone who had been beaten, just 2 of them said that know someone who his/her parents slap them once.
When asked if they would tell anyone if it happened to them to be beaten, all children answered yes: they would tell either mainly to their parents (if they were beaten by teachers or friends), either to their teachers or to other members of their family (if they were beaten by parents). 
21. Consequences of violence against children 
If the interviewed kids were beaten or maltreated at home they would feel sad, repentant about their bad behaviour, disappointed with their parents and with them.
When asked if parents bit Nicolas/Sara for his/her own good, most of the children answered negatively, as they consider the violence against a child just promote negative consequences as the followings:

· The child could learn a violent method to resolve problems with their parents and with the rest of people.
· It is a bad influence for children, as they could learn this parenting model and use it in the future with their own kids.
· Children could be afraid of their parents.
22. Solutions and advices against violence  

Half of the interviewed children consider, despite of existing laws to avoid and stop the parents from beating or maltreating their kids, nobody can say to parents the way they have to educate their pupils at their own houses. The other half of participants believes that the government, the police or the laws can help to avoid or stop child maltreatment. 

When asked what children could do to avoid or stop that parents hit them, most of the participants (7 out of 10) answered that children should behave better, respect parents and follow their rules and boundaries. The preadolescents’ participants would talk with their parents to resolve the problem, although they think it is difficult as many parents (especially those hit their kids) do not consider children as a peer. Other respondents said they would go to the police.

In this sense, when asked what advice they would give to another child that was hit or maltreated, half of participating children would advise the child should behave better the next time and to promise he/she is going to be a good child. Other respondents said they would advice to talk about the problematic situation with other members of the family (4 out 10), or would stay a lot of time with their friend, and even they would invite him/her to their house with the aim of moving him/her away from his/her parents (2 out of 10).
Poland 
Partner information

1. Partner name: The Nobody’s Children Foundation
2. Country: Poland
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: 27.03.2011, the Nobody’s Children Foundation, Walecznych 59 Street, 03-926 Warsaw

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Alicja Teodorowicz, Daria Drab

5. Name of any other assistant: Aneta Kwaśny
6. Code of the reference group. PL-P3-C-W1 
Socio-demographic data

7. Target group. 

b. Parents
8. Number of members of the reference group: 12 parents
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 31 (years old)
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 35 (years old)
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 27 (years old)
12. Gender average. 

Female – 8

Male - 4

13. Number of members: 12 parents
14. Name of the group/associations: The participants are taking part together in the workshop that is organised by The Nobody’s Children Foundation 
Detailed information

15. Relationship between parents and children.

The participants of the workshop are convinced that generally parents do not have enough time for their children (10 answers). 1 person claims that parents have enough time. 1 participant did not give any answer.

The main reason why parents do not have time for their children is their work (7 answers). On workdays parents come back home late and are too tired to take care of their children. At weekends some parents do household chores (cleaning, cooking etc.) or want to spare their time to a spouse. The participants understand that parents have to work much if they want to provide them with comfort and the fine quality of their lives and secure their children future. 1 parents doubts if the quality of time that parents spend with their children is good enough. Among 7 participants who claim that parents work too much, 1 person thinks that parents also do not know how they can spend time with their children. 

1 participant claims that parents do not spend enough time with their children because they want to spend their time in another way. Parents prefer spending their time playing games, using computers and watching TV to spending their time with children. They have such preferences because they are tired and it seems to be easier. They do not feel like playing with children. 

4 participants did not give any explanation.

Talking to a child. 

7 participants claim that they spend much time talking to their children. 3 people say that they spend little time talking to their children (1 person - because her child is too small). 1 participant answers that he/she spends time with the child on the average. 1 person did not give any answer.

9 participants talk with their children about other people, plays, interesting facts, nature, what happens around (they could choose more than 1 answer), 4 people talk about feelings and emotions, 3 people – about opinions, problems and experiences, 2 people – about rules, behaviour, consequences, 1 person shares his/her vast knowledge with a child. 1 person does not talk to the child because the child can not speak yet (but they make drawings together). 1 person only gives names to different things because the child is small. 

Problems and feelings. 4 participants tell their children about their own feelings or problems (1 of them emphasises that only about feelings), 3 people are trying to do it, 3 people do not tell their children about their own feelings or problems (2 of them are going to start soon, 1 will start when his/her child is older), 2 people sometimes tell their children about feelings or problems.

Asking children about their problems and feelings. 7 people ask their children about their problems and feelings, 1 person rather asks the child, 1 person is learning to do it. 3 participants say that their children are too small. 1 person did not give any answer.

All participants (12) think that using clear rules and setting boundaries are good methods of raising children and can improve relationships with them. 

5 people say that these methods are good for a child, because a child knows their parents’ expectations, have boundaries and clear rules. When rules are clear for your child, it is easier to cope with him/her in difficult situations. These methods also help parents to create the child’s view of life and their way of behaving.

3 people emphasize that such methods give a child the sense of security. A child knows consequences of its behaviour. Everything is clear, there is no manipulation. 

1 person says that these methods are fundamental in order to raise children properly.

1 person claims that such methods enable people to function normally within a family and have easier lives. People understand each other better and there are fewer conflicts between them.
16. Most common problems in parenting. 

8 parents indicate that the most common problem is wrong communication between parents and children. Parents are contained, do not talk about their emotions, feelings and problems. They do not remember what they felt when they were children. Very often communication is pathological or there is no communication at all. There is misunderstanding between people, parents and children do not understand each other (1 person thinks that apart from the wrong communication, the problem is that parents do not have time for themselves and a child).

1 person says that the problem is that parents are not consistent in raising their children. They also use non-constructive methods.

1 person claims that parents do not treat children as equal, do not respect them as much as adults.

1 person thinks that parents do not pay attention to their children to such an extend as they should.

17. Tenser situations at home. 
The most common domestic problems are:

· Behavioural problems (impoliteness, shyness, fears etc.): 8 answers 

· Indiscipline: 8 answers

· Watching much TV, videogames or computer: 8 answers 

· Sleeping problems: 5 answers 

· Sibling rivalry or conflicts: 4 answers 

· Lying: 3 answers 

· Eating problems: 2 answers

· Lack of interest in school activities: 2 answers

· Disorganization: 0 answers

· School problems (e.g. learning problems, bad marks, etc.): 0 answers

18. Most common solutions to parenting problems. 

Attitude.

The most important in dealing with problems with children is: consistency (4 answers), composure (3 answers), open communication (2 answers), patience (1 answer), empathy (1 answer), friendliness (1 answer), realization of your own feelings 
(1 answer). Parents should also believe in their own abilities and skills (1 answer) and should keep on gaining knowledge and participate in workshops on upbringing children (1 answer).

Other methods of raising children

· Participant know other methods of raising children such as:

· Praising (6 answers)

· Good communication (telling children what I think and feel, describing a problem from my point of view, giving explanation) (6 answers)

· Setting rules and boundaries (3 answers)

· Reinforcing good behaviour, rewarding (3 answers)

· Being consistent (1 answer)

· Giving precise time for plays, learning etc. (1 answer)

· 3 people did not give any answer. 

Participants say that some people try to solve their parental problems by punishing a child. In their opinions, the most common methods to punish children in Poland are: 

· Corporal punishment, spanking: (12 answers!)

· Shouting at a child: (7 answers)

· Keeping a child in a locked room or isolated place: (5 answers)

· Emotional blackmailing or terrorising: (2 answers)

· Refusing something - for example sweets: (2 answers)

· Intimidating a child: (1 answer)

· Putting a child in a corner, where he/she has to stand: (1 answer)

19. Perception of violence against children.  

Participants had a problem to answer the question on the border between punishing and violence. 4 people did not give any answer, 2 people do not know where the border is. 2 people see a small difference between punishing and violence - they say that it is very easy to cross the border and start to use violence. 2 people claim that punishing is violence and both of them are equally bad. 1 person notices that violence is painful – mentally and physically and it causes fear and apprehension (this person has not mentioned what punishing involves). 1 person makes a difference between violence and punishing: using violence may be humiliating, using punishing – not really.

Participants claim that people more inclined to violence against children are those who:

· experienced violence in childhood (7 answers)

· are not able to control their emotions (4 answers)

· are poorly educated (2 answers)

· did not have a good model in the past (1 answer)

· are addicted (1 answer)

· are stressed (1 answer)

· do not pay attention to upbringing their children (1 answer)

· are not aware of consequences of using violence against children (1 answer)

· think that using violence is the only one method of upbringing children (1 answer)

Participants are convinced that violence against children is a real problem in Poland 
(8 answers). 

For 4 people violence is a problem, because there is widespread acceptance of using violence in Poland and for many families spanking is a good method of upbringing children. Moreover, people think that families should have autonomy and fulfil their parental roles in the way they want .

People know that violence is a serious problem also from their own experience- 
2 answers.

1 person knows the research on violence which proves that violence is a problem in Poland.

1 person thinks that it is a problem because many people who use violence are not aware of consequences.

20. Perception of corporal punishment. 
Participants think that many people hit or maltreat their children. There are different reasons why people do this. Participants claim that in some cases people use corporal punishment because they feel helpless and are not able to cope with their own problems in another way (7 answers). Some people use corporal punishment because they lack knowledge or skills (7 answers). Also people who experienced violence in the past or had bad models tend to use corporal punishment (3 answers). The use of corporal punishment is a consequence of anger and frustration (2 answers) or a way of releasing tension (1 answer). 1 participant says that corporal punishment is used by people who cannot control their emotions. It also gives parents a sense of domination 
(1 answer). 1 person claims that people use corporal punishment because everyone does it. 

All participants would give some advice to the parent who hits or maltreats their children. They would say different think, but almost everyone would try to influence such a parent and change his/her way of behaving (1 person would like to talk to such a parent, but has not written what he/she would advice). Some people give a few pieces of advice.

Participants would like to make the parent aware what a beaten child feels (4 answers). 4 parents would recommend going to a specialist or taking part in a workshop. A few people would advise to get knowledge on more effective and  better methods of upbringing children and to start using them (4 answers). 2 people would try to make the parent aware of negative effects of using violence against children, 1 parent would tell the parent about a moral aspect of using violence (violence is a sin) and that violence is illegal.

21. Experiences of violence. 
10 participants personally know somebody who hits her/ his children, whereas 2 people do not know such a person.

In general, participants think that you can find violence against children at home (11 answers!) and at school (6 answers). Nobody thinks that violence may appear in unrelated contexts. 

We can only presume that the participants know from their own experience that children are abused at homes (because they know personally people who use violence), but we do not have such data.
22. Consequences of violence against children. 

11 participants are totally convinced that there are consequences of violence against children (among them 1 person did not name any consequences). 

The most common consequences are problems in relationships (7 answers). The participants claim that the children who experience violence are not able to make friends, are withdrawn and limit their social contacts. When they are older, they have problems to involve emotionally in a love relationship or maintain long-lasting relationships. They may also get involved in bad, toxic relationships or have improper relations with their own children. 

The participants think that such children use violence and will also do it in the future – also against their own children (6 answers). Children are taught that you can achieve your goals by using violence or that it is the right method of upbringing children.

3 people are convinced that such children become victims and/ or accept being hit by the others. In the future they may be victims at their homes or allow other people to abuse them. 

The children who experience violence are fearful and frightened (3 answers) or, on the contrary, aggressive (3 answers). 

What is more, such children very often are not self – confident, have an inferiority complex and therefore are not able to cope with difficult situations (3 answers). The experience of violence may cause problems in their professional activities (1 answer).
1 participant claims that the maltreated children treat bad behaviour as normal, another one – they do not know rules.

1 participant believes that not necessarily there are consequences of violence against children.
23. Solutions and advice against violence. 

12 participants (!) say that there should be more initiatives to improve the problem of violence against children. All of them recommend training for parents, 11 people - information campaigns, 11 participants – more interest by school. 4 people are sure that harder laws would be a good initiative.

4 people issue also other proposals: providing better Public Relations (articles in newspapers) – 1 answer, offering psychological help for adults – 2 answers, making neighbours and other people react to acts of violence – 1 answer.

We should emphasize that all the participants are taking part in the workshop for parents. They have gained some knowledge on violence and improved their parental skills. 

Therefore, a few answers given by them may differ from the answers given by average Poles. For example, we can presume that this group enjoys taking part in the workshop and that is why all of them think that it is the initiative worth promoting.

However, there are also the answers that probably have not been influenced by the workshop – questions on own experiences, common  methods of upbringing children used by Poles, relationships between parents and children in Poland etc.
* * *

Partner information

1. Partner name The Nobody’s Children Foundation
2. Country Poland
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place 

Because of problems related to gather reference group of children we’ve decided to put children’s questionnaire on the internet. Parents who have children in age from 6 to 4 were asked to give the questionnaire to their children. Questionnaire was published on the www.ankietka.pl website and data was gathered between 9th and 13th May 2011.  

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting Alicja Teodorowicz, Daria Drab

5. Name of any other assistant Monika Sajkowska, Joanna Włodarczyk
6. Code of the reference group. PL-P3-C-W2 
Socio-demographic data

7. Target group. 

b. children
8. Number of members of the reference group. 15 children
9. Age average of the members of the reference group. 9 (years old)
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group. 14 (years old)
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group. 6 (years old)
12. Gender average. 

Female – 9

Male - 6

13. Number of members.  15 children
14. Name of the group/associations

----------------------

Detailed information

15. Relationship between parents and children.

Children answered they do spend a lot of time with their parents (14 answers) only one child gave an answer that he spends time with parents very rarely. Children were asked how do they spend time with parents.

One child claims that during the time with parent they eat dinner together. Two children said that they read and study or make homework with parents. Two of the respondents indicated that during time with parents they play. Two children indicated that they hug with parents and also two children said that they go shopping. Three children said that they spend time with parent in a nice way also three children indicated that they’re going for a walk with parents.  Sport and talks have been identified by the four children as the time spent with parents. Five children gave an answer that they play on the computer and play board games, also five children said that they go for a trip or on the vacation with parents. Six children indicated that most common way in spending time with parents is watching TV or movies.

Children were also asked about what is the most difficult topic to talk with parents. One child said that is ashamed when she/he needs to talk about problems with peers. Also one child indicated that is ashamed when ask about eating more sweets (they have rule in their home, that eating sweets is aloud only in certain amounts). School problems were indicated as most difficult to talk with parents by two children. Misbehaving was identified as very difficult problem to talk to by three children. Four children said that they do not know what is most difficult topic, also four children said that talking about any kind of problems is difficult for them. What is the most difficult topic to talk with parents. Five children said that the most difficult topic for them to talk with parents is love and close relationships with boys/girls. 
16. Most common problems in parenting. 

Children were asked about what are the main problems parents have with their children.

· When children don't eat the meal 
6 children

· When children don't go to bed on time
3 children

· When children don't tidy up 
8 children

· When children don't do their homework

5 children

· When children want to use the computer or videogames or watch the TV more time than they want

9 children

· When children don't want to go to school
3 children

· When children argue with their brother/sister
5 children

· Other (specify):
3 children

· when children lies 
1 child

· when children go crazy
1 child

· when children do not want to learn

1 child
Also they were asked about their opinion in which situation parents get most angry

· When children don't eat the meal 
7 children

· When children don't go to bed on time
2 children

· When children don't tidy up 
6 children

· When children don't do their homework

6 children

· When children want to use the computer or videogames or watch the TV more time than they want

6 children

· When children don't want to go to school
2 children

· When children argue with their brother/sister
6 children

· Other (specify):
5 children

· when children use bad words
1 child

· when children get bad marks
1 child

· when children lies

1 child

· When children do not turn of the lights 
1 child

· When children are getting late
1 child

17. Tenser situations at home. 
The most common domestic problems are:

Nicolas is a 6-10 years old child. He is skating inside home and suddenly he breaks a lamp. 
What should parents do in such situation?

· Told him to buy back the lamp 2 children

· Talk to him so he won’t do it again 3 children

· Skating ban for a while 3 children

· Tell him to be more careful 2 children 

· Tell him that he’s not allowed to skate at home 3 children

· Put him to the angle 1 child
· Suspend pocket money 1 child
· Ask him if he’s ok 1 child
· Computing ban for a week 1 child

· Yell at him 1 child
Sara is an 11-14 years old child. She wants to go to the cinema with some friends, buy her parents don’t let her. So, Sara steals money from her mother’s purse to buy the cinema ticket. 

What should parents do in such situation?

· Talk to her and banned her for going out with friends 3 children

· Explain that it was theft
5 children

· Permit her to go to the cinema but after fulfilling her duties 1 child
· Yell at her 2 children

· Going out, computer and TV and sweets prohibition 1 child
· Punished her 2 children

· Send her to the psychologist 1 child
· Told her that next time she will be punished 1 child

· Call for the police 1 child
What are the methods of punishing children?

· Watching TV ban 9 children

· Going out prohibition 6 children

· Playing on the computer ban 11 children

· Eating sweets prohibition 3 children

· Putting to the angle 5 children

· Hitting 2 children

· Spanking 4 children

· Yelling 2 children

· Suspending pocket money 3 children
What kind of punishment children don’t like the most?

· Watching TV ban 2 children

· Going out prohibition 3 children

· Playing on the computer ban 6 children

· Eating sweets prohibition 2 children

· Hitting 4 children

· Yelling 2 children

The end of the story:

His parents get angry with him, so they scold and scream him, and they spank Nicolas few times.

Do you think it is justified that parents had hit him?

· Yes 0 answers

· No 15 answers

Her mother realizes it, so she scolds and screams her, and she slaps Sara.

Do you think it is justified that parents had hit her?

· Yes 1 answers

· No 14 answers

18. Most common solutions to parenting problems. 
What they should do instead of beating him?

· Ask him if he’s ok 1 child

· Punish him 3 children

· Going out prohibition 2 children

· Tell him that he’s not allowed to skate at home 6 children

· Skating ban 2 children

· Tell him to clean up 1 child

· Yell at him 2 children

· Tell him to be more careful 3 children

· Put him to the angle 1 child

· They should apologize him 1 child

What they should do instead of beating him?

· Get angry at her 1 child

· Punish her 4 children

· Suspend pocket money 2 children

· Going out prohibition 2 children

· Explain that it was theft 6 children 

· Put her to her room and talk to her to think about she had done 3 children

· They should apologize her 1 child

19. Perception of corporal punishment. 
Do you know someone who had been hit/beaten?

· Yes 13 answers

· No 2 answers
If yes, by whom and where?

· By the father at home 7 answers

· By colleague at school 3 answers

· I don’t remember 1 answer

· Without answer 4

20. Experiences of violence. 
If you were hit, would you tell it someone?

· Yes 15 answers

· No 0 answers

To who? Why?

· I would tell my parents 12 answers

· I would tell my best friend 2 answers

· I would tell the teacher 2 answers

· I would tell my grandparents 1 answer

· I would call the police 1 answer

The reason why children would choose those people are:

· Parents: Cause they can help me, cause they told me that parents are not allowed to beat children, cause they are my parents and I can trust them, cause they are wise and they will know what to do
· Best friend: cause I can trust her and she would help me and cheer me up
· Teacher: cause at school teacher is very important and when you get into trouble you can ask teacher for a help
· Grandparents: cause I can trust them and they would help me 
· Police: cause they have power

21. Solutions and advice against violence. 
Is there someone who is able to prohibit parents to hit their children? Who?

· Yes 13 answers

· No 2 answers

· Government 2 answers

· Police 4 answers

· Parents themselves 1 answer

· Law and Constitution 2 answers

· Judge 2 answers

· God 1 answer

· Children 1 answer

· Grandparents 2 answer

· Nobody’s Children Foundation 1 answer

What would you do or advice to help someone who is hit or beaten?

· Spank it’s not a big deal 1 answer

· To tell parents or any other adult 6 answers

· To go and tell my mom 1 answer

· To call the police 3 answers

· To behave in a proper way 2 answers

· Don’t worry and don’t cry 2 answers

· I don’t know 1 answer

Latvia 

Partner information

1. Partner name: Centre against abuse “Dardedze” 
2. Country: Latvia 

3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: Interviews took place in Riga, April 2011
4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Marija Morozova

5. Name of any other assistant: -

6. Code of the reference group: LV-P4-C-W1
Socio-demographic data:

7. Target group:

i. Children.

j. Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 

8. Number of members of the reference group: 12

9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 36
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group:42
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 31
12. Gender average:11 female/ 1 male
13. Number of members: 12
14. Name of the group/associations: pupils’ parents

Detailed information

15. Relationship between parents and children.

11 out of 12 respondents state that in general parents don’t spend enough time with children because they are forced to work in multiple jobs or have long working hours to earn enough money for family.

10 parents say that conversations with children help to solve difficulties in bringing up children. 

6 respondents think that they talk a lot with children about their feelings, successes or difficulties. However 6 parents said that they wish they talked with their children more about their feelings, successes or difficulties.

9 parents told that clear boundaries are good method to improve relationships with child. 3 parents say that they don’t think that clear boundaries should be a method to raise child, mentioning that every child is a personality, children are not animals –thus, clear boundaries are not possible.

16. Most common problems in parenting.

· Disorganization (6 resp.)

· Watching too much TV or using computer (5 resp.)

· Sibling conflicts (5 resp.)

· Problems at school- learning problems, bad marks (3 resp.)

· Eating habits (3 resp.)

· Indiscipline (2 resp.)

· Sleeping habits (1 resp.)

· Behavioural problems (1 resp.)

· Lying (1 resp.)

17. Tenser situations at home.

The tensest situations that parents show are:

· Kids ignore what parents have said

· Kids want to be independent

· Situations, when kids have to stop doing something interesting and focus on less interesting

· Situation, when something is prohibited

· Doing homework

· Grandparents argue about parents point of view how child should be raised, in the presence of child

· Kid wants that parent would entertain him/her all the time

· Conceals problems at school

· Friendships with friends that parents don’t know

· Child is not reading books

18. Most common solutions to parenting problems.

· Explaining, why something has to be done

· Clear agreement

· Restrictions on using computer, watching TV

· Other restrictions on activities that children love (visits, sweets, toys)

· Conversations

· Reward desired behaviour

· Monitoring if children do what was agreed to

· Behavioural consequences

· Additional work

· Spent time together ( games, conversations with kids about themes  they are interested in, going to theatre, reading, going for walks)

· Find solution for the problem together with child 

· Make agreement with a child 

· Anger and tension discharging (pillow fighting, tearing papers)

· Both parents have common position

· Taking into account child’s individual characteristics

· Spanking
19. Perception of violence against children. 

Most parents (11) pointed out that violence is a real problem in Latvia.

5 parents said that mostly children suffers from violence at home, 3 – that it happens at school, 3 – indicated both cases, 1 - children suffer from strangers and 1 said that children suffer from other peers.

Parents stated the following interpretations of violence and the boundary between punishment and violence:

· Violence can be both – physical as well as verbal

· Violence starts, when child is physically punished

· Violence is denial of love, ignorance

· Violence is a disease

· Expressed words in anger or trying to influence physically

· Threats to children

· Punishment unlike the violence doesn’t affect child’s self-esteem but is earned “fairly”

Parents indicate the following reasons for parental violence against children:

· Problems at work and home

· Too lazy to explain, engage with children

· Alcoholism, other addictions

· Experience of violence in childhood

· No knowledge about positive discipline methods

· Unemployment

· Rudeness

· Parents feel as losers

· Don’t know how to love themselves and others

· Low intelligence level

· Too much work load

· Low level of subsistence in the family
20. Perception of corporal punishment

Majority of parents indicated that trying to influence children physically is violence. One parent said that he/she use spanking (with hand) as a parenting method.

21. Experiences of violence

8 parents said that they don’t know anybody who hit or maltreat child badly. 4 told that know someone who hits or maltreats children.

22. Consequences of violence against children

· Child becomes angry
· Becomes less close with parents
· Health problems
· Seclusion
· Neurosis
· Damaged child’s development
· Child becomes fearful
· Low self-esteem
Parents show the following long-term consequences of violence against children:

· Problems in personal life

· Loss of faith in oneself

· Excessive exposure to others

· Aggressive

· Can’t make healthy relationships

· Is violent against other kids when grows up

23. Solutions and advices against violence

10 parents said that Latvia needs more programs that would focus on violence against children problem. 2 parents indicated that they have no information about such programs.

Parents listed the following programs that could help solving violence against children problem:

· Educating parents in bringing up issues/ training program for parents (10 resp.)

· Informational campaigns (6 resp.)

· Increasing school’s involvement (5 resp.)

· Stricter laws (2 resp.)

Parents showed also such initiatives as:

· It is necessary to pay attention to perpetrators of violence, not only victims

· Increase parent welfare’s level

· Control teachers and methods how they work at school

· Reduce workload at school 

· Provide opportunity for cooperation between parents and psychologists

· Advertise friendly and loving relationships between parents and children as the norm

· Reduce the range of aggressive toys in stores

· Psychological counselling for teachers

* * *
Partner information

1. Partner name: Centre against abuse “Dardedze” 

2. Country: Latvia 

3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: Interviews took place in Riga, April 2011

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Marija Morozova
5. Name of any other assistant: -
6. Code of the reference group: LV-P4-C-W2
Socio-demographic data:

7. Target group:

k. Children.

l. Parents/legal tutors or teachers. 

8. Number of members of the reference group: 10

9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 10.5
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group:14
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 7
12. Gender average: 8 girls, 2 boys
13. Number of members: 10
14. Name of the group/associations: pupils
Detailed information

15. Relationship between parents and children.

The majority of children (7 respondents) told that they spend enough time with parents (3-6h per day). Time is devoted for organizing house, playing games, eating meals together, watching TV, talking, and taking walks etc. However 3 children noted that they spend a little time with their parents (1h).

9 respondents told that parents ask and are interested how they are doing, how they feel, about their successes and difficulties. 7 out of 10 said that they often talk with their parents about how things went in school, about plans etc. Children mentioned that it is harder to talk about personal experiences, their anger, difficulties at school or in other areas (for example relationships with peers). 3 children admitted that they would love to talk more with their parents.

Respondents pointed out that parent rules and requirements - as when to go to bed, reminders to organize room and to do homework - help them in daily life. 

16. Most common problems in parenting.

Children stated that parenting problems are mostly connected with daily situations, for example, unorganized room, children don’t go to bed on time, don’t do their homework, watch TV more than parents want, play videogames, arguments with siblings. Those situations are the ones when parents get very angry and dissatisfied. As a result, we can conclude that parents have difficulties connected with child discipline, rules and border enforcement.

17. Tenser situations at home.

Tensest situations are daily situations when children don’t do what parents have asked or don’t follow the rules connected with everyday’s life, homework, responsibilities at home, TV and videogames restrictions. Also poor grades at school make parents angry. Older children have told that tension comes in those moments when they want to spend time outdoors with friends, especially with the ones that parents think are inappropriate and suspicious.

18. Most common solutions to parenting problems.

In order to solve problems, parents use different kind of restrictions - prohibit playing videogames, don’t give pocket money, leave without TV time or sweets, don’t allow going for a walk, and don’t talk with child. Parents tend to shout, curse or put in the corner. 4 respondents think that spanking is a punishment which most children don’t like.

19. Perception of violence against children. 

2 respondents told that it is not only unfair to hit a child but also shout to them. 7 children would have told their parents if somebody had hit them. 1 would tell teacher, one would tell to friend and another wouldn’t tell to anybody.

20. Perception of corporal punishment

Two children believe that it is right to hit child for violations, while the remaining 8 children take the opposite view- hit the child is not fair.

Three children told that without physical punishment child would continue to behave badly. 7 think that parents need to make restrictions or tell that he/she has done something bad and not to hit.

4 respondents think that parents hit their children so that they would become better and would change their behaviour. The rest of the respondents stated that parents should seriously talk with child, explaining what they can or can’t do.

3 children think that nobody can ban parents to hit their kids. 2 respondents think that only police can do it. One child said that he/she doesn’t know who can prohibit parents to hit their children. The other respondents think that it is necessary to talk with parents or other person whom one can trust.

21.  Experiences of violence

6 children know somebody who has been beaten at home (4 cases), at school or on street (2 cases).

22. Consequences of violence against children

All respondents revealed that they would feel very bad and sad if they were physically punished. Some would be offended and they would cry.

22. Solutions and advices against violence

How children can avoid that parents beat them:

· Listen to parents

· Tell parents not to hit them, because it hurts

· To improve relationships with parents, find common way how to talk

· Don’t come home so that parents would start to worry, and then pity a child

· To tell to other adult (for example, to grandmother, to teacher)

· To go to police

· Not to provoke parents

Italy

Partner information
1. Partner name: Municipality of Sassuolo
2. Country: Italy
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: 12th April 2011, Municipality, ”Family Centre” Social Service Sassuolo
4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Social Assistant Ms Monica Ferrari
5. Name of any other assistant:
6. Code of the reference group: IT P 5 P W1
Socio-demographic data:

7. Target group: Parents 
8. Number of members of the reference group: n.10
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 39 years old
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 45 years old
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 34 years old

12. Gender average: female n.9, male n. 1
13. Number of members: n. 10
14. Name of the group/associations : no relation with group/associations
Detailed information

15. Relationship between parents and children: 

What emerges is a general dissatisfaction in this relationship.

There are many causes of misunderstanding, in particular: lack of time;
busy life and too busy working for both parents. Parents say the desire to put greater value on time spent with their children: better quality compared to smaller quantities.
They recognize the importance of having more dialogue. The issues faced daily are the activities carried out by children, school, friends, extra family relations, etc. 
Attempts are made comparing the arguments of record or considered relevant ethical and moral comprehensive evaluation for children; but often they cannot get their attention. 
Only in rare moments, in which there is a particular atmosphere of understanding, it can facilitate the intimate stories of the children. It appears that the parents stop early obstacles and frequent closures. It is recognized by all the validity of the rules and limitations imposed clear and simple for children in the educational method.
16.  Most common problems in parenting:
The most common problems are: a short time on this relationship, the difficulty of understanding and dialogue, lack of authority to the parent's guilt and frustration in the performance of the educational role and therefore find it difficult to impose rules and limits to low educational relationship with children.
17. Tenser situations at home:
The tensest situation at home for parents and children are, in numerical order of relevance:

· Watching much TV, videogames or computer,
· Indiscipline,
· Behavioural problems,
· Sibling rivalry or conflicts,
· School problems,
· Disorganization,
· Lying,
· Sleeping problems,
· Lack of interest in school activities.
 18. Most common solutions to parenting problems:
The parents interviewed suggest to spend more time with their children in active way and, in particular, the most common solutions to parenting problems are:
· dialogue,

· attitude of reassurance,

· understanding and no  total  negative objection,

· create family rituals and certainty, 

· create a group team, 

· ability to support alternative attitudes,
· avoid creating critical thinking and expressing opinions and evaluations,
· award the right behavior and punish the wrong ones.
19. Perception of violence against children:

All parents of the group have perceived the difference between methods of punishment and violence. In particular methods of punishment adopted regarding deprivation of activities that children like. Corporal punishment is used minimally and only with very young children with whom a dialogue is difficult.

      20. Perception of corporal punishment:
The majority perceives the problem of violence and fear, in particular, faces the choice of the appropriate punishment in relation to this feeling.

Corporal punishment is not perceived as an ordinary method of correction, but as a loss of control by the parent. A sign, therefore, of weakness and anger. However, the gesture was admitted moderately "violent" if related to acts seriously wrong by a small child, as other educational messages would not be understood.
21. Experiences of violence:

50% of parents participating in the workshop were knowledge of situations of "Child Abuse". The interviewed note that the situations of violence against children are intended to create, themselves, violence in the future parents: a violent model tends to replicate itself in next generations.

24. Consequences of violence against children:

The immediate consequences of violence or neglect are, according to parents interviewed, discernible in the behavior of the child. The child appears sad, shy, depressed, insecure and fearful, emotionally fragile overall. He is afraid to open up to others for fear that they might reveal his discomfort.
In the future, it is easy for those who have suffered abuse also reproduces a model violent with their children. It may present personality disorders, psychological, behavioral and inclination to violence.
      25. Solutions and advices against violence:
Again, 50% of parents acknowledged that the violence Children in Italy is a real problem. In particular, they want to point out that in their opinion it is primarily psychological and witnessed violence: in the media, parents or relatives, including classmates, etc.. The parents surveyed believe that more action by public institutions as part of parental education and vocational training of teachers, professionals in contact with children could help combat the problem. The institutions must support the family in the difficult role of education. A conscious and appropriate information campaign may promote the dissemination of knowledge.
* * *

Partner information

1. Partner name: Municipality of Sassuolo
2. Country: Italy
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: 12th April 2011, Municipality, ”Family Centre” Social Service Sassuolo
4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Dr Ms Patrizia Intravaia – Ms Marina Frigieri
5. Name of any other assistant:
6. Code of the reference group: IT P 5 P W1
Socio-demographic data
7. Target group: Children.

8. Number of members of the reference group: n. 11
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 10 year old
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group:13 years old 

11.  Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group:7 years old

12. Gender average: female n.7, male n. 4
13. Number of members: n. 11

14. Name of the group/associations: The children interviewed are the son’s parents    participating to the workshop n. 1
Detailed information

15. Relationship between parents and children: 

The majority of children said to spend little time with their parents, a few hours in the evenings, afternoons and on weekends. In general, in the absence of parents spend time with grandparents, friends, brothers and sisters.
The main activities are: TV, computer, school, sports, games, homework, musical instruments, and reading.
50% of children considered to talk with the parents, the remaining 50% of talking too little. Typically, when they do, talk about school, catechism classes, friendships, events of the day, sport.
Children express it more difficult to talk about their problems and feelings, even if the parents are asking for and are interested in their state of mind. The pre-adolescents prefer to talk with friends, or keep it all inside.
The major difficulty is recognized by the children talk about school, bad grades, pranks, problems with friends, suffered injustice and oppression, emotional issues.
All children in the sample recognize the rules as important in children's lives. The rules are most common among children on the domestic help (in order to keep the house / room, arrange the games), use of tools (do not watch too much TV / Do not use too PC / video games), social relations (not to quarrel Not hit, do not scream), good education (not to answer if you are scolded, apologizing) to health care (going to bed early, eat the meal, don’t eat too many sweets).
The pre-adolescents in particular, consider a basic rule to help the child only if asked, do not harass with questions, to give him more space and privacy.
16. Most common problems in parenting.

According to the children, the main problems that parents have with them are:

· disobedience to instructions and requests of parents,

· spend too much time in front of the computer or video games or TV,

· when children argue with their brothers and sisters
In a smaller part, it shows non-compliance of certain rules relating to everyday life:
· when children do not want to eat,
· when children do not go to bed early,
· when children do not do their homework,
· when children do not want to go to school.
17. Tenser situations at home:
The situations that are more angry parents are disobedience to their instructions and requests, spend too much time in front of the TV or computer or video games, the quarrels between siblings, the school.

18. Most common solutions to parenting problems:
In general, children identified the correct behavior of parents towards their children who make mistakes in giving limits and penalties designed to make children understand what is wrong, and what is right. You can punish the children, for example by subtracting them an acceptable (to remove something that takes the child, no cake, no TV, no PC, no video games, going room to think), but without beating them or scare them.

19. Perception of violence against children
Younger children are less aware of the violence and the inadequacy of certain behaviors of their parents, such as beating. They believe that this can be a tool to teach children how to behave. The preadolescents clearly condemn this behavior of parents, which would lead to fracture and break in the relationship of dialogue. All respondents recognize as educational methods best dialogue, limitations and penalties without violence.

20. Perception of corporal punishment
Corporal punishment does not emerge as a common practice, some children talk about "lost", which are for learning not to make more certain inappropriate behavior.
All agree that the violence is not the best practice for educating a child, for if they were to suffer violence would feel very scared, very bad, very sad and down in the dumps.

21. Experiences of violence
Children from 6 to 11 years old relate to know boys and girls were beaten at home by parents or school mates. In the event that happens to them, most of them would talk with parents, teachers, grandparents, uncles, because they are aware of having suffered a harmful behavior, and research in adult protection and comfort. The preadolescent group would talk only with friends and classmates, because they trust them, they could be reassured and to receive advice.
A minority does not speak to the contrary, if happen to be parents, because they believe should be a family secret. Where were instead beaten by friends and companions avoid talking about it with their parents for fear of making them suffer, and friends to shame and fear of being teased.
22. Consequences of violence against children
////////////////
23. Solutions and advices against violence:
The majority of children feel that no one can prevent parents to beat children, adults recognizing the power to decide. Identified in the police and institutions (mayor, president) figures that can intervene to protect children.
To avoid being hit by parents, children believe that personal conduct should be modified, for example, be best, not get bad grades in school, not anger them, to promise not to do it again. In extreme cases, children may run away or hide.
The pre-adolescents are more strategic, and believe that apologize and speak kindly, to be effective.
To help someone who has been hit or abused younger children ask for help from an adult, for example, the teacher or parents, and advised him to change his behavior, obedience to parents, trying not to get bad grades in school and behaving well.
The pre-adolescents are activated in the first person to console those affected, and then advised him to repent and apologize to the parents.
Sweden 
Partner information
1. Partner name: Åmål municipality
2. Country: Sweden
3. Data and place where the reference group meetings have taken place: 18-05-11 and 19-05-11, Åmål family central

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meetings: Ulla Mortensen, child- and education department

5. Name of any other assistant: Stefan Rosander, family central, social services
6. Code of the reference group
Socio-demographic data

7. Target group: parents and teachers
8. Number of members of the reference group: 6 parents and 4 teachers
9. Age average of the members of the reference group: 39,9 (years old)
10.  Maximun age of the people participation in the reference group: 48 (years old)

11.  Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 34 (years old)

12. Gender average: Female: 5

                            Male: 5

13  Name of the group/associations: The participants are taking part together in the two workshops that are organized by Åmål municipality, child- and education department and social services. The teachers who participated came from Rösparksskolan
Detailed information
14.  Relationship between parents and children

All respondents, without exceptions, mean that parents and children do not spend enough time together. The children, on one hand spend a lot of time in day-care and school and also have other activities like sports, dancing, theatre, singing after they have finished school for the day. The parents, on the other hand, both men and women, work long hours to give their children possibility to a good upbringing (economy). The parents also have their own activities after work

15. Most common problems in parenting

All parents agreed on that there are three areas where the most common problems can be seen: disorganization, lack of interest of school and long hours with TV, video-games and internet. Only one parent mentioned problems related to eating and sleeping

16. Tenser situations at home

Most parents and teachers think that it in some ways are much more difficult to be a parent today. Earlier parents rules should be followed and there were to be no discussions. Today there are constant discussions even among smaller children and parents which in one way also is good when it works well but in other situations can lead to many conflicts. Especially between parents and teenagers. The constant “lack of time” is also a problem.

17. Most common solutions to parenting problems

The best way is to try to discuss problems with the children. The children must know that certain things are absolutely forbidden but many things can be discussed. If children break the rules the most common way to punish children is that they lose privileges like pocket money, no videogames for a period of time and so on.

It is also important to encourage children, motivate them, see their good sides and let them know that they are unconditionally loved by their parents whatever happens.

18. Perception of violence against children

All parents are aware of that there are parents that punish their children both physical and psychical in spite of all campaigns against maltreatment and violence and all laws that should make it almost impossible. They think that it happens most frequently in the families homes because, as one respondent said, “nobody can see it there”.

More often in families where alcohol or other drugs are used or in families where someone is unemployed and the family has economic problems. A parent who maltreats their children has often been maltreated as a child.

19. Perception of corporal punishment

All maltreatment of children can be considered to be corporal punishment. Even neglect is a form of corporal punishment. Our parents and teachers mean that there is no different if it hurts on the outside or on the inside of a child.

20. Experiences of violence

Only one parent know of a family where the children are ( or perhaps were) maltreated. This parent also says that the family has got very good support and that the situation now is much better. None of the parents/teachers have been victims of maltreatment or violence as a child. Sometimes they can read about in the newspapers or hear about it on TV. But everybody knows that the problem exists.

     21. Consequences of violence against children
Parents and teachers think that children who are maltreated or victims of violence can    react in many different ways. Girls, for example, often become very quite, seem to be unhappy and frightened, have problem with relationship, difficulties to concentrate on schoolwork. Boys, more often have anger-management problems and get violent against other children. All the adults believe that children who are maltreated more often become violent against their own children.
22. Solutions and advice against violence
Stop before you hurt your child seriously
Talk about your problems and look for help or support
You need a driving-license to drive a car. Why is there no parenting-license to raise children?
All parents should have to parental-training already when they are expecting the child.

Network among parents, a place where you can talk about everything and support and help each other.

* * *

Partner information

1. Partner name: Åmål municipality
2. Country: Sweden
3. Data and place where the reference group meeting has taken place: May 2011.

4. Name of the leader of the reference group meeting: Ulla Mortensen, child- and education department.

5. Name of any other assistant: Stefan Rosander, family central, social services.

6. Code of the reference group

Socio-demographic data

7. Target group: Children
8. Number of members of the reference group: 10
9. Age average of the members of the reference group:11,6 Years
10. Maximum age of the people participating in the reference group: 14
11. Minimum age of the people participating in the reference group: 8
12. Gender average: 5 girls and 5 boys.
13. Name of the group/associations: 4 children are from Rösparksskolan, 3 children from Södra skolan and 3 children are children to families who attend the Family central.

Detailed information

14. Relationship between parents and children

Most children want to have more time with their parents (7 children). Often both parents work and in the evenings there are all sorts of activities both for children and parents. Children and parents often do a lot of things but there is very little time for, peace and quite and discussions. They watch TV together, play videogames, perhaps go fishing or go to a movie. When they become teenagers they spend most of the time with their friends. The children have no problems to talk with their parents about feelings or problem but they do not tell the parents everything. Most children have rules about what time to come home, bedtime, when they have to do homework, how to behave an so on and they seem to like to have rules even if they not always follow them.

15. Most common problems in parenting

Conflicts about spending to much time on the internet and different games, not doing homework, staying out to late are the most usual.

16. Tenser situations at home

When they do not follow the parents’ rules.

17. Most common solutions to parenting problems

Loosing privileged for example no pocket-money, no videogames for a period, not going out with friends or parents getting angry and shout at the children.

The children’s choise is that the parents should talk to them calmly or perhaps discuss the problem with their children and try to find a solution that both parents and children can accept.

18. Perception of violence against children.

The children say that it is not allowed to be violent against children. Parents cannot do it and teachers cannot do it. If a grown-up do this to a child, the child can call the police.

19. Perception of corporal punishment

Most of the children cannot see the difference between maltreatment and corporal punishment. They mean that everything is violence and that nothing will be better if the parents are violent against their children. The parents should try to explain and discuss with their children instead.

20. Experiences of violence

One of the children knew a friend who had been beaten at home. No one of the participating children had been maltreated by parents or teachers. Sometimes they have conflicts among other children at school. If the teachers see it they immediately stop the fight and have a discussion with the combatants and often in the class room as well. 

21. Consequences of violence against children

Children can get hurt, they can be afraid and sad. They may be violent against their own children, it is never good to beat a child.

22. Solutions and advice against violence

The children know that it is absolutely forbidden to be violent to children. They can call the police or go to the school-nurse and tell a teacher. But it does not seem easy because if they tell someone, what will happen to the parent? Will the parent be even angrier? Will there be more violence? Will social services take the children away from the parents to foster-care Most of the children (except the teenagers) said that they perhaps would try to behave a little better so that the parent would not be angry again 

� Throughout the entire compilation of the information from the participants into the collector, it was used the term parents to define both parents and teachers as teachers are as well parents. 
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